
City Council Study Session Muni

Serv ices SFA

December 11, 2023 - 5:30 PM

City Hall Council Chambers

AGENDA

Watch the meeting LIVE !

Watch the meeting video

Meeting videos are not available until 72

hours after the meeting has concluded.

I . CALL TO ORDER

II . PUB LIC PA RT ICIPAT ION

A . Public Participation

The Auburn City Council Study Session Meeting scheduled for Monday, December

11, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. will be held in person and virtually.

Virtual Participation Link:

To view the meeting virtually please click the below link, or call into the meeting at the

phone number listed below. The link to the Virtual Meeting is:

https:// www.youtube. com/ user/ watchauburn/ live/? nomobile= 1

To listen to the meeting by phone or Zoom, please call the below number or click the

link:

Telephone: 253 205 0468

Toll Free: 888 475 4499

Zoom: https:// us06web. zoom. us/ j/88651666710

B . Roll Call

I I I . AGEND A MO DIFICAT IONS

IV. ANNO UNC EME NT S , REPORT S , AND PRESENTAT IONS

A . REDI Report Out

V. AGEND A ITEMS FOR COUNC IL DISCUS SION

A . Special Focus Area Assignment Discussion ( Council)

B . 3rd Quarter 2023 Financial Update ( Thomas) ( 20 Minutes)

VI . MUNI CIPA L SERV ICES DISCUS SION ITEMS

A . Auburn Symphony Orchestra Annual Report ( Faber) ( 15 Minutes)

B . City of Auburn 2023 Event Recap ( Faber) ( 30 Minutes)
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COA\hscholl
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/WNvbCo2O1kFRpXGmt16AqE?domain=youtube.com

COA\hscholl
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Yo6JCpYz1lFWEzLZTDecNu?domain=auburnwa.gov

COA\hscholl
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88651666710

COA\hscholl
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VII . ADJOUR NME NT

Agendas and minutes are available to the public at the City Clerk's Office, on the City website

http://www.auburnwa.gov), and via e-mail. Complete agenda packets are available for review

at the City Clerk's Office.
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

Special Focus Area Assignment Discussion ( Council)

Date: 

December 5, 2023

Department: 

City Council

Attachments: 

2024 Special Focus Areas

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only. 

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Staff:

Meeting Date: December 11, 2023 Item Number:
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

3rd Quarter 2023 Financial Update ( Thomas) ( 20 Minutes)

Date: 

November 30, 2023

Department: 

Finance

Attachments: 

Financial Report through September 2023

2023 Q3 Financial Update pres entation

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only.

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

The Financial Report summarizes the general state of Citywide financial affairs and highlights

significant items or trends that the City Council should be aware of.  The attachment provides

year- to-date financial activity through September 30, 2023, based on financial data available

as of November 15, 2023.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Baldwin Staff: Thomas

Meeting Date: December 11, 2023 Item Number:
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023

This report provides an overview of the City’s overall financial position for the fiscal period ending
September 30, 2023, reflecting financial data available as of November 15, 2023. References to
budget, actual and prior year amounts reflect year-to-date numbers, unless explicitly stated
otherwise. Year-to-date budget expectations are generally based on the two prior years of data. 

General Fund Overview

Coming off a robust 2022 fiscal year, the City has embraced a new biennial budget cycle starting
in 2023. Consistent with prior years, General Fund revenues have generally exceeded budget
expectations and largely recovered from the impact of COVID-19. With the adoption of budget
amendment # 2 in July 2023, the annual budget consists of $97.5 million in revenues and $107.1
million in expenditures, for a planned decrease in General Fund balance of $9.6 million.  

Last year the City implemented a citywide Business and Occupation ( B&O) tax, wherein
businesses are taxed based on the value of gross receipts or square footage of occupied
warehousing space, subject to certain exceptions. This new revenue stream achieved a total of
3.0 million in 2022 and has already provided $8.2 million year-to-date in 2023. The City

anticipates that B&O revenues will remain consistent throughout the end of the year, significantly
surpassing budget expectations.  

Due to a change in the renewal schedule for business licenses and increased discovery through
B&O tax collections, the City has seen an increase of roughly $253,000 or 158% in business
license revenue compared to last year. 

The City offers a wide range of recreational classes and access to the Auburn Golf Course. 
Green fees at the Auburn Golf Course have remained a staple revenue source for the City, 
comprising roughly 52% of the total culture and recreation revenues. Recreational classes have
significantly increased by 28% from 2022 collections, a hopeful indication that the City is returning
to pre-pandemic activity levels.   

Overall, General Fund revenues collected through Q3-2023 totaled $78.3 million as compared to
a year-to-date budget of $71.1 million, and were $7.2 million, or 10.2% above budget
expectations. General Fund expenditures through Q3-2023 totaled $68.3 million compared to a
year-to-date budget of $78.8 million; resulting in a $10.4 million or 13.2% underspend.   
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 2

Revenue: The following factors had the most significant impacts on the budget vs. actual revenue
collected:    

B&O Tax: Revenues collected through Q3-2023 totaled $8.5 million, exceeding the
annual budget by $3.0 million. Some of this favorable variance is due to the collection
of tax obligation incurred in prior years, and is not expected to continue at the same
level in subsequent years. [ page 4] 

Retail Sales Tax: The sales tax report through Q3-2023 (which is provided as an
attachment to this report) reflects amounts remitted to the City of Auburn based on
sales from November 2022 through July 2023. Collections through September 2023
totaled $17.1 million, a 1.8% increase from last year. Likewise, compared to the year-
to-date budget, sales tax has a favorable variance of $2.1 million or 13.8%. The
increase resulted from multiple categories, particularly services and automotive. 
pages 5-7]   

Solid Waste Tax - External: Q3-2023 revenues collected totaled $1.3 million which was
1.2 million favorable to the year-to-date budget. This is largely due to the collection of

backdated utility tax revenues from City solid waste haulers. The City anticipates the
continued collection of these backdated taxes throughout the remainder of the year. 
pages 7-8] 

Fines and Penalties: Collections through Q3-2023 were $ 1.4 million in total and $ 1.1
million favorable to budget. A new photo enforcement program implemented by the City
during the second quarter of the year has contributed $ 310,000 toward the favorable
variance. Other non-court fines and penalties are $ 773,000 favorable versus budget
expectations, mainly due to interest and penalties on B&O tax collection. [page 16]   

City Interfund Utility Tax: As mentioned in previous reports, in 2022 there was a notable
change in how the interfund utility taxes are transferred between the General Fund and
the City’s pass-through King County Metro Sewer sub-fund. Utility tax revenues through
Q3-2023 were $650,000 unfavorable to budget. Factoring in an accounting adjustment
in late 2022, collections are favorable by $ 1.8 million against prior year-to-date
revenues. [pages 7-8] 

Expenditures: Almost all departments operated within budget expectations through the third
quarter of 2023, with some variances due to the timing of professional services payments, as well
as expenses related to operating supplies. Of the favorable variance to budget mentioned above, 
roughly $458,000 is comprised of underspend professional services and charges, and an
additional $2.3 million of underspend is from lower personnel costs largely due to position
vacancies across the City. As of the compilation of this report, there were 29 vacant regular full-
time positions in the City.  
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 3

Enterprise Funds Overview

The City’s enterprise funds account for operations with revenues primarily provided from user
fees, charges, or contracts for services. Significant for 2023, the City’s cash and investment
balance increased significantly compared to the same period last year. As a result, interest
earnings across all funds increased materially, totaling $1.3 million more in the enterprise
operating funds than through Q3-2022. Another key factor contributing to higher interest earnings
was increased interest rates and yields to maturity for the City’s investment accounts compared
to last year. 

The Water Fund ended Q3-2023 with operating income of about $5.3 million, which was
approximately $ 1.0 million above the same period last year. About $408,000 of the increase in
operating revenue was due to higher interest earnings.  [ page 21] 

The Sewer Fund ended Q3-2023 with operating income of about $3.2 million versus $1.2 million
in the same period last year. Service charge and interest revenues increased, while operating
expenses decreased $ 1.1 million, largely due to the cessation of charging interfund utility tax
against the pass-through King County Metro Sewerage revenue.  [ page 22] 

The Stormwater Fund ended Q3-2023 with operating income of about $2.3 million compared to
2.0 million in the same period last year. The increase in revenues (primarily from charges for

storm service and interest earnings) were higher than the increase in expenditures, resulting in a
16.9% higher operating income this quarter than the same quarter last year. [page 22] 

The Solid Waste Fund ended Q3-2023 with operating income of about $724,000. An increase of
2.9 million in operating revenues over the same period last year was offset by an increase in

operating expenditures of $4.0 million due to higher tax expenditures and payments to the City’s
solid waste vendor [ page 22] 

Internal Service Funds Overview

Internal service funds provide services to other City departments and include functions such as
Insurance, Worker’s Compensation, Facilities, Innovation & Technology, and Equipment Rental.  
No significant variances were reported in these funds during Q3-2023. [page 23] 
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 4

General Fund Details

The following chart is a detailed breakdown of the General Fund’s different sources of revenue
and expenditures, broken down by department: 

General Fund 2022

Summary of Sources and Uses Annual YTD YTD YTD

Budget Budget Actual Actual Amount

Operating Revenues

Property Tax 24,016,247$      13,161,000$    13,312,970$   13,190,280$    151,970$          1.2 %

Retail Sales Tax 20,344,500 15,027,100 17,105,897 16,808,519 2,078,797 13.8 %

Affordable Housing Sales Tax Credit 174,963 118,800 100,399 102,190           ( 18,402)( 15.5)%

Sales Tax - Pierce County Parks 125,000 92,500 99,283 99,961 6,783 7.3 %

Criminal Justice Sales Tax 2,441,300 1,776,400 2,327,079 2,214,989 550,679 31.0 %

Brokered Natural Gas Tax 150,000 116,200 267,471 167,949 151,271 130.2 %

City Utilities Tax 6,776,697 5,361,000 4,709,841 5,151,760        ( 651,159)( 12.1)%

Business & Occupation Tax 5,480,960 4,795,840 8,521,897 1,979,741 3,726,057 77.7 %

Admissions Tax 308,740 254,600 284,076 176,087 29,476 11.6 %

Electric Tax 4,357,031 3,350,300 3,380,170 3,111,165 29,870 0.9 %

Natural Gas Tax 1,638,857 1,292,200 1,297,025 1,107,927 4,825 0.4 %

Cable Franchise Fee 897,035 672,776 650,579 456,739           ( 22,197)( 3.3)%

Cable Utility Tax 949,064 711,798 692,837 767,607           ( 18,961)( 2.7)%

Cable Franchise Fee - Capital 52,484 39,363 38,693 39,396             ( 670)( 1.7)%

Telephone Tax 500,974 380,354 336,654 422,710           ( 43,700)( 11.5)%

Solid Waste Tax ( external) 60,462 29,923 1,253,280 55,129 1,223,357 4088.4 %

Leasehold Excise Tax 246,514 232,314 251,394 228,661 19,080 8.2 %

Gambling Excise Tax 293,300 207,420 243,746 177,773 36,326 17.5 %

Taxes sub-total 68,814,128$      47,619,888$    54,873,290$   46,258,583$    7,253,402$       15.2 %

Business License Fees 450,000$           160,500$         413,537$        128,986$         253,037$          157.7 %

Building Permits 933,364 773,800 590,532 772,389           ( 183,268)( 23.7)%

Other Licenses & Permits 1,128,000 926,400 1,052,048 757,819 125,648 13.6 %

Intergovernmental ( Grants, etc.) 6,582,031 4,718,546 4,497,687 4,803,571        ( 220,858)( 4.7)%

Charges for Services:

General Government Services 4,863,272 3,608,026 3,346,174 2,581,227        ( 261,852)( 7.3)%

Public Safety 1,057,000 792,750 773,804 579,924           ( 18,946)( 2.4)%

Development Services Fees 1,130,517 921,000 832,887 1,137,072        ( 88,113)( 9.6)%

Culture and Recreation 2,481,335 2,135,309 2,740,415 2,312,157 605,106 28.3 %

Fines and Penalties 422,975 305,694 1,379,994 269,254 1,074,300 351.4 %

Fees/Charges/ Fines sub-total 19,048,494$      14,342,024$    15,627,078$   13,342,399$    1,285,054$       9.0 %

Interest and Investment Earnings 366,700$           275,025$         891,832$        393,440$         616,807$          224.3 %

Rents and Leases 1,109,234 811,800 1,029,401 921,189 217,601 26.8 %

Contributions and Donations 21,000 11,261 25,421 17,230 14,160 125.7 %

Other Miscellaneous 299,110 248,587 371,846 425,026 123,259 49.6 %

Transfers In 7,703,978 7,667,913 5,232,897 821,014           ( 2,435,016)( 31.8)%

Insurance Recoveries - Capital & Operating 118,400 88,800 246,312 95,473 157,512 177.4 %

Other Revenues sub- total 9,618,422$        9,103,386$      7,797,709$     2,673,371$      ( 1,305,677)$      ( 14.3)%

Total Operating Revenues 97,481,044$      71,065,299$    78,298,077$   62,274,354$    7,232,778$       10.2 %

Operating Expenditures

Council & Mayor 1,415,188$        1,039,400$      1,081,025$     1,108,009$      ( 41,625)$           (4.0)%

Administration 1,280,462 967,200 930,314 800,072 36,886 3.8 %

Human Resources 2,374,011 1,761,300 1,732,277 1,508,386 29,023 1.6 %

Municipal Court & Probation 3,038,838 2,799,579 2,224,184 1,955,758 575,395 20.6 %

Finance 5,088,323 3,825,600 3,461,109 2,759,963 364,491 9.5 %

City Attorney 7,366,952 5,420,200 4,433,389 3,275,084 986,811 18.2 %

Community Development 9,931,959 6,649,600 5,631,503 4,548,731 1,018,097 15.3 %

DEI 705,913 529,200 344,016          -                       185,184 35.0 %

Jail - SCORE 5,600,000 4,200,300 3,865,469 3,642,867 334,831 8.0 %

Police 35,936,986 26,484,100 24,902,106 23,247,236 1,581,994 6.0 %

Public Works 4,785,592 3,534,600 3,302,992 2,667,532 231,608 6.6 %

Parks, Arts & Recreation 15,927,192 11,648,900 11,699,114 10,335,833      ( 50,214)( 0.4)%

Streets 4,769,219 3,479,100 3,015,496 2,702,800 463,604 13.3 %

Non- Departmental 8,876,888 6,443,539 1,721,162 1,922,206 4,722,378 73.3 %

Total Operating Expenditures 107,097,523$    78,782,618$    68,344,155$   60,474,475$    10,438,463$     13.2 %

2023 2023 YTD Budget vs. Actual

Favorable ( Unfavorable)

Percentage
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 5

Revenue

The combined total of property, sales and use, utility, gambling, and admissions taxes provides
over 70% of all resources supporting general governmental activities. Licenses, charges for
services, intergovernmental revenue (grants, state shared revenue, etc.) and fines contribute a
further 20% of total revenue to the General Fund. The remaining 10% is comprised of a
combination of different sources that are considered to be one-time resources. The following
section provides additional information on the most significant tax resource streams. 

Property Tax collections through the third quarter of 2023 totaled roughly $13.3 million as
compared to a year-to-date budget of $13.2 million. Coinciding with the due dates for County
property tax billings, the City collected 87.2% of the year-to-date 2023 revenues during the
months of April and May. As depicted in the chart below, the next influx of property tax revenues
is expected to occur during the fourth quarter. Since 2016, we have seen annual increases
versus the prior year totals and project the same will hold in 2023.    

Retail Sales Tax collections through Q3-2023 totaled $17.1 million, representing taxes remitted
to the City of Auburn based on sales from November 2022 through July 2023. Overall, collections
were roughly $297,000 higher through the first three quarters of 2023 than the same period in
2022, with strong performances in the automotive (+$201,500), services (+$170,500), and
wholesale (+$ 93,375) industries more than offsetting slight decreases in most of the remaining
industries. Within the retail trade sector, sales tax revenues generated from sporting goods, 
hobby, and music retailers have seen a significant increases versus the same period last year, 
and correlate with the increase in culture and recreation charges for service revenues. The
notable exception to the trend of stable or increased collections is the manufacturing industry: 
due to a large one-time contribution in Q1-2022, manufacturing collections are down $220,500
35.1%). With a year-to-date 2023 budget expectation of $15.0 million, sales tax revenues have a
2.1 million favorable variance to the budget. The City projects sales tax revenues will continue

this upward trend as we have seen in years prior.  
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 6

Note: The increase in sales tax revenue from 2018 to 2019 was primarily due to a policy change
whereby sales tax on construction revenue is retained in the General Fund; previously, a portion
was transferred to street funds. Of the year-over-year increase in sales tax revenue depicted in
the graphic above from 2018 to 2019, $2.2 million of the $2.9 million increase was due to this
policy change. 
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 7

The following table breaks out the City’s retail sales taxes by major business sector. 

Utility Taxes consist of interfund taxes on City utilities (Water, Sewer, Storm and Solid Waste) 
and taxes on external utilities (Electric, Natural Gas, Telephone and Solid Waste). Effective
January 1st, 2023, Council approved an increase of the City utility tax rate from 10.0% to 11.5%. 
However, the additional revenue generated from this increase was dedicated to funding City
street projects, while the General Fund portion remained at its previous 9.0%.  

Overall, utility taxes increased by $1.2 million or 10.7% through Q3-2022, resulting in utility taxes
being currently favorable to budget by roughly $695,500. This is due to the City collecting
backdated utility taxes from City haulers which represents a favorable variance of $1.2 million
versus budget within the Solid Waste (external) category. As mentioned in previous reports, the
City is no longer applying interfund utility tax to the pass-through revenue from King County Metro
sewerage charges causing an unfavorable variance within this category. The City will reassess
the annual budget during the budget amendment process and make any adjustments as
necessary. 

Additionally, as of January 2023 external utility taxes are collected on either a quarterly or annual
basis, rather than monthly. Although there have been collections throughout the year, the City
anticipates a change to the timing of these revenues in 2023, which will affect year-over-year
performance comparisons for the remainder of the year and into 2024. 

The table and below demonstrates the various utility tax revenues and shows actual revenues
compared to budget.  

2022 2023

Component Group YTD Actual YTD Actual Amount

Construction 2,094,449$     2,164,791$         70,341$        3.4 %
Manufacturing 627, 904 407, 396 ( 220, 509)       (35. 1)%

Transportation & Warehousing 196,911 169,788 ( 27,123)         (13.8)%
Wholesale Trade 1,148, 352 1,241, 726 93, 374 8.1 %

Automotive 3,501, 328 3,703, 016 201, 689 5.8 %

Retail Trade 4,938, 763 4,946, 384 7,621 0.2 %

Services 4,023, 179 4,193, 701 170, 521 4.2 %

Miscellaneous 277,632 279,096 1,464 0.5 %

YTD Total 16,808,519$   17,105,897$       297,379$      1.8 %

Comparison of Retail Sales Tax Collections by Group

Through September 2023

Change from 2022

Percentage

2022 2023 2023
Utility Tax Type YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual Amount Amount

City Interfund Utility Taxes 5,151,760$     5,361,000$     4,709,841$      $     (441,919)( 8.6)% $    ( 651,159)( 12.1)%
Electric 3,111,165 3,350,300 3,380,170 269,004 8.6 % 29,870 0.9 %
Natural Gas 1,107,927 1,292,200 1,297,025 189,099 17.1 % 4,825 0.4 %
Telephone 422,710 380,354 336,654 ( 86,056)( 20.4)%( 43,700)( 11.5)%
Solid Waste ( external) 55, 129 29, 923 1,253, 280 1,198, 151 2,173. 4 % 1,223, 357 0.0 %

Brokered Natural Gas 167,949 116,200 267,471 99,522 59.3 % 151,271 130.2 %

Cable 767,607 711,798 692,837 ( 74,769)( 9.7)%( 18,961)( 2.7)%

YTD Total 10,784,247$   11,241,775$   11,937,278$   1,153,031$    10.7 % $     695,503 6.2 %

Through September 2023

Utility Tax by Type

2023 vs. 2022 Actual 2023 vs. Budget
Percentage Percentage
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 8

Note: Of the total utility tax levied, 2.5% of Water/Sewer/Storm/Solid Waste tax and 1.0% of other
utility tax is allocated to City streets funds and is not reflected in the General Fund’s portion
discussed here. The large increase from 2019 ($10.9 million) to 2020 ($12.7 million) is attributed
to the City’s decision mid-2020 to reallocate 1.0% previously dedicated to the Arterial Street
Preservation Fund to support General Fund operations, due to the uncertainty of the economic
impacts of COVID-19. The Arterial Street Preservation Fund’s 1.0% was reinstated in 2021, but
2021 collections continued to increase due to an increase in the City’s internal utility tax rate from
7.0% to 10.0% effective in 2021. 
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 9

An Admission Tax of 5.0% is placed on charges for general admission, season tickets, cover
charges, etc. Revenues from admission taxes are generally collected on a quarterly basis as
depicted on the chart below. Admission tax revenues of $284,100 collected through September
2023 were significantly higher (61.3%) than through Q3-2022. This is partially due to lingering
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in the early part of last year, resulting in generally lower
admissions in early 2022. The City projects admission taxes will return to pre-pandemic levels
over the biennium. As of Q3-2023, admission tax revenues are favorable to budget by roughly
29,500. 

Note: The decrease in admission tax revenues in November 2022 was due to a change in
accounting wherein admissions tax ceased to be charged to the City’s Golf Course operations. 
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 10

Gambling Tax applies to all card games, punch board games, pull tabs, bingo games, raffles and
amusement games played within City limits. The majority of the gambling tax revenues are
collected from amusement games (31.8%) and card games (59.4%). As with admission tax, the
City projects increased collections from 2022 totals. Through the third quarter, collections are
66,000 higher than 2022 year-to-date totals and report a $36,000 or 17.5% favorable variance to

budget. This revenue source historically has significant variance from year to year: excluding
2020, third-quarter revenue has been as high as $162,600 (2018) and as low as $45,500 (2021). 

Licenses and Permits include business licenses, building permits, plumbing, electric and other
licenses and permit fees. Building permit fees and business licenses make up approximately 70% 
of the annual budgeted revenue in this category. 

The annual Business License renewal fee for each business that is located within the City is
103. Previously, all businesses were on calendar year renewal cycle, meaning that the majority

of business license revenue was collected in November and December for existing businesses
renewing their licenses, which is reflected in the large peak in the chart below in 2022.  

As mentioned in last quarter’s report, starting in September of 2022, businesses are now on an
annual renewal cycle that begins on the date the business was originally granted a license. This
is expected to smooth out revenue collection throughout the year, which can be seen in the chart
below as a more linear progression of year-to-date collections totaling $413,500, compared to
129,000 through Q3-2022. Changes in the timing of collections will affect year-over-year

performance comparisons for the remainder of 2023 and into 2024. Moreover, collections in 2023
are projected to be higher in total than 2022, due to increased discovery through B&O tax
collections and use of the State’s Business Licensing System (BLS).  
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Building Permit revenues collected through September 2023 totaled $590,500. Building permits
are approximately $ 182,000 lower than 2022 collections year-to-date and hold an unfavorable
variance against the budget of $183,250. A large contributing factor for this unfavorable variance
is the decreased valuation of construction permits on mixed-use and subdivision builds
throughout 2023, despite a higher volume of permits being issued this year than in the same
period last year. However, there are aged 2022 revenues that the City is still awaiting to collect
throughout the remainder of the year. It is anticipated that with the collection of the aged
accounts, the year-to-date unfavorable variance will be mitigated in the fourth quarter.    
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Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 13

Intergovernmental revenues include grants and stimulus monies (direct and indirect federal, 
state, and local), revenue from the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe (MIT) compact as well as state
shared revenues. Collections through Q3-2023 totaled $4.5 million and were $221,000
unfavorable to budget expectations. The City has collected roughly $1.1 million from MIT through
the third quarter and is roughly $173,000 below budget expectations. Nearly 50% of the collected
total, however, is comprised of the final payment of the 2022 compact request. The City
anticipates more collections throughout the remainder of the year to mitigate the unfavorable
variance. Likewise, federal grants are also below projections, although these revenues are
generally received on a reimbursement basis, and subject to the timing of reimbursable activities. 
Streamlined sales tax has an unfavorable variance due to the state Department of Revenue’s
recalculation of the payment rate; effective July 2022, payments are calculated as 80% of the
payment made in the same quarter of the previous year. Mitigating some of the unfavorable
variance is due to higher collections of liquor excise tax.  

Note: 2020 revenue was higher than normal due to the receipt of $3.8 million in federal CARES
grant money from the Department of Treasury. 
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Charges for Services consist of general governmental service charges, public safety charges, 
development service fees, and culture and recreation fees. Total charges for services collected
through September 2023 totaled $7.7 million and were roughly $236,000 (or 3.2%) more than
expected to date, mainly due to exceptional performance at the Auburn Golf Course.  

The General government revenue category primarily includes the interfund assessment for
support departments (Finance, Human Resources and Legal). Operating costs for these
departments are charged to the respective General Fund home department and the portion of
those costs that provide citywide benefit are recouped from other funds via interfund charges. 
General Government revenues also include fees for passport services, reimbursement from cities
participating in the South King Housing and Homelessness Partners (SKHHP), as well as
revenues related to certain transportation projects. The unfavorable variance of $262,000 is
largely due to the timing of a SKHHP project budgeted to reimburse the General Fund for
expenses. Furthermore, the City expects to collect revenues for the salt/sand storage (carried
forward from 2022) per an interlocal agreement during the second half of the year, which will
mitigate the unfavorable variance through the third quarter.  

Public safety revenues mainly consist of revenues for law enforcement services, which are extra
duty security services whereby police officers are contracted for, and reimbursement is made by
the hiring agency. This category also includes reimbursements from the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
MIT) for a full-time dedicated police officer and associated expenditures as well as monies

collected from the Auburn School District for services rendered. Public safety revenues collected
in the third quarter of 2023 totaled approximately $ 774,000 and saw a $194,000 increase from
2022 third quarter totals. Revenues generated from DUI emergency response fees represent
117,500 or 15.2% of the total amount collected and report a $114,000 favorable variance. 

However, this favorable variance was offset by an unfavorable variance of $140,500 in revenues
for extra duty police officers. This results in an overall unfavorable variance of roughly $19,000, 
although extra duty revenues are received on reimbursement basis, indicating that the related
expenses are also lower.  

Development services fee collections consist primarily of plan check fees, facility extension
charges, and zoning and subdivision fees. Through Q3-2023, development service fees collected
totaled $833,000 and were $88,000 unfavorable to budget expectations. Major contributors to this
variance were FAC linear charges (fees assessed on projects that require extension of public
facilities). Although FAC linear charges are down year-over-year by $127,300, this is an effect of
the revenue regressing to the mean after an exceptional three-year period of high collections from
2020 through 2022. By comparison, 2023’s collections, while lower than 2022, are still well above
the previous average collection for the third quarter. However, plan check fee collections
remained consistent with projections and helped mitigate the unfavorable variance of the FAC
linear charges by $20,000.  

2022 2023 2023

Revenue YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual Amount Amount

General Government 2,581, 227$   3,608, 026$   3,346, 174$    $    764, 947 29. 6 % $  ( 261, 852)( 7.3)%

Public Safety 579,924 792,750 773,804 193,880 33.4 %( 18,946)( 2.4)%
Development Services 1,137, 072 921, 000 832, 887 ( 304, 185)( 26. 8)%( 88, 113)( 9.6)%

Culture & Recreation 2,312, 157 2,135, 309 2,740, 415 428, 258 18. 5 % 605, 106 28. 3 %

YTD Total 6,610, 380$   7,457, 085$   7,693, 280$   1,082, 900$  16. 4 % $   236, 195 3.2 %

Through September 2023

Charges for Services by Type

2023 vs. 2022 Actual 2023 vs. Budget

Percentage Percentage
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Most of the culture and recreation revenues are derived from greens fees and pro shop sales at
the Auburn Golf Course, recreational classes, ticket sales at the Auburn Avenue Theater, senior
programs, and special events. Overall, culture and recreation revenues exceeded budget by
605,000, or 28.3%, with nearly 75% of revenues coming from greens fees and recreation

classes. Revenue from greens fees have increased $105,400 or 8.0% over last year, and are
favorable to budget by $350,500 due to a 3-4% increase in greens fee prices and good weather
during the spring and summer months. Consistent with previous years, these revenues are
projected to continue rising through the summer and taper down in fall as the golfing season
slows. Recreation class revenues have increased by $135,000 or 28.1% from the prior year, and
ticket sales for performances held at local school venues (previously held at the Auburn Avenue
Theater) have increased by $61,000 or 176.5%. A portion of the increase is attributable to lower
revenues due to COVID-19 restrictions in place during 2022, which have since been removed.  
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Fines & Penalties include civil penalties (such as code compliance fines), parking and traffic
infraction penalties, criminal fines (including criminal traffic, criminal non-traffic, and other criminal
offenses) as well as non-court fines such as false alarm fines. The table below shows a detailed
breakdown of the different types of fines and penalties collected by the City. 

Total revenues collected through September 2023 totaled $1.4 million as compared to a budget
of $306,000 and were 351.4% above budget expectations. This was primarily due to higher-than-
expected collections of fines related to a new photo enforcement program, which are classified as
parking infractions. With the implementation of this new program, the City expects significant
increases to revenue in this category. Furthermore, the City received an influx of non-court fines

penalties in July and August.  

Municipal Court fines and penalties account for 83% of the budgeted revenue in this category, but
only account for 40% of revenue actually collected. The City contracts with the King County Court
to operate its municipal court services; the number of hearings, judgements, and collections
activity began decreasing in 2019 and has continued to dramatically decrease since that time. 
This decrease, as shown in the graph below, is now being offset by collection B&O & other tax
interest within non-court fines & penalties; there is a spike in current year collections and the City
will likely see future collections along this same trend.  

2022 2023 2023

Month YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual Amount Amount

Civil Penalties 4,109$         9,394$         1,543$         $       (2,566)( 62.4)% $       ( 7,851)( 83.6)%

Civil Infraction Penalties 99,958 98,100 110, 098 10,140 10.1 % 11,998 12.2 %

Redflex Program 562 2,100 1,067 505 89.8 %( 1,033) N/A %

Parking Infractions 62,118 62,400 372, 412 310, 294 499.5 % 310, 012 496.8 %

Criminal Traffic Misdemeanor 21,830 29,800 20, 950 ( 880)( 4.0)%( 8,850)( 29.7)%

Criminal Non- Traffic Fines 27,771 30,700 41, 770 14, 000 50.4 % 11, 070 36.1 %

Criminal Costs 21,597 24,000 9,667 ( 11,930)( 55.2)%( 14,333)( 59.7)%

Non- Court Fines & Penalties 31,310 49,200 822, 487 791, 177 2,526. 9 % 773, 287 1,571. 7 %

YTD Total 269, 254$      305, 694$      1,379, 994$   $  1,110, 740 412. 5 % $ 1,074, 300 351. 4 %

Through September 2023

Fines & Penalties by Type

2023 vs. 2022 Actual 2023 vs. Budget

Percentage Percentage

Page 21 of 78



Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 17

Miscellaneous Revenues consist of investment earnings, income from facility rentals, revenue
collected for golf cart rentals at the Auburn Golf Course, contributions and donations, and other
income including the quarterly purchasing card (P-card) rebate monies. A breakdown of the most
significant miscellaneous revenue categories are listed in the table below. 

Revenues collected YTD 2023 in this category totaled $2.3 million and were $972,000 favorable
to budget. The majority of the favorable variance to budget was in the interest and investments
category, with the City already surpassing the annual budgeted total through the third quarter. 

The “other” miscellaneous revenue category, while $53,000 less than the same timeframe last
year, was nonetheless favorable to the 2023 year-to-date budget by $123,300. This category
includes $52,100 in revenue related to a national opioid settlement distribution program in the first
quarter. Furthermore, through the third quarter, purchase card rebates have totaled $131,200 or
65% of the total “other” miscellaneous revenue.  

The rents and leases category includes prepayments for facility rentals. During the second
quarter, the City saw an influx of facility rentals, which coincides with prior years as the weather
generally becomes more favorable for gatherings. This remained consistent throughout the third
quarter. The increase in revenue brings the year-to-date 2023 total to $1.0 million resulting in a
217,500 or 26.8% favorable variance to budget expectations.  

2022 2023 2023

Month YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual Amount Amount

Interest & Investments 393,440$      275,025$      891,832$     498,392$   126.7 % 616,807$    224.3 %

Rents & Leases 921,189 811,800 1,029,401 108,212 11.7 % 217,601 26.8 %

Contributions & Donations 17,230 11,261 25,421 8,192 47.5 % 14,160 125.7 %

Other Miscellaneous Revenue 425,026 248,587 371,846 ( 53,180)( 12.5)% 123,259 49.6 %

YTD Total 1,756, 885$   1,346, 673$   2,318, 500$  561, 616$   32.0 % 971, 827$    72.2 %

Miscellaneous Revenues by Type

Through September 2023

2023 vs. 2022 Actual 2023 vs. Budget

Percentage Percentage
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OTHER FUNDS

Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) revenues are taxes on the sale of both commercial properties
and single-family residences. These collections are receipted into the Capital Improvement
Projects Fund and used for governmental capital projects.  

REET revenues collected year-to-date in 2023 total $2.7 million, which is roughly $950,000 or
35.1% favorable to budget expectations. However, as reflected in the table below, REET
revenues collected were significantly lower (40.7%) than in 2022. Continued borrowing rate
increases and slower housing markets contribute to the decreased revenues during this period. 
However, the City anticipates continued growth in REET revenues as property values on new and
existing homes increase. 
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Shown in the table below, REET collections have generally been lower in most months of 2023
than their counterparts in 2022. In context, 2022 saw the highest collection of REET revenue
through the second quarter since 2015, largely due to high-value purchases made by Pepsi
Beverages Company, Holiday Inn Express, and a large land purchase made by an investment
group. Lower REET collections in 2023 represent a cooling market as interest rates increased
dramatically after a period of low interest rates and historic inflation. 

2022 2023 2023

Month YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual Amount Amount

1 235,988$      112,068$     231,316$      ( 4,672)$         (2.0)       % 119,248$   51.6      %
2 320,851 112,249 229,810 ( 91,041)( 28.4)     % 117,561 51.2      %

3 855,713 254,131 335,109 ( 520,604)( 60.8)     % 80,978 24.2      %
4 530,857 182,134 470,605 ( 60,253)( 11.4)     % 288,471 61.3      %
5 710,134 208,433 100,896 ( 609,238)( 85.8)     %( 107,537)( 106.6)    %

6 479,225 184,014 288,285 ( 190,941)( 39.8)     % 104,271 36.2      %
7 331,971 177,876 396,981 65,009 19.6      % 219,104 55.2      %

8 497,294 215,051 319,792 ( 177,502)( 35.7)     % 104,741 32.8      %
9 587,492 304,681 326,357 ( 261,135)( 44.4)     % 21,676 6.6        %
10 316,404 141,042

11 202,461 134,581
12 191,104 202,039

YTD Total 4,549,526$    1,750,638$  2,699,151$   ( 1,850,375)$   -40.7% 948,512$   35.1%

Real Estate Excise Tax Revenues

Through September 2023

2023 vs. 2022 Actual 2023 vs. Budget

Percentage Percentage
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American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Fund

In March 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was signed into law, with the intent of
mitigating the economic impacts related to COVID-19. Through ARPA’s State and Local
Government Fiscal Recovery Fund program, the City was allocated $14.75 million in funding. 
Council approved the City’s acceptance of ARPA funds in Resolution # 5608, and the general
spending categories of those funds (as determined by a Council ad hoc committee) in Ordinance

6832.  

The City’s plan for using ARPA funding is to mitigate the cost of providing public safety services
throughout the City. Since receiving the funding, the City has been able to offset $11.6 million in
public safety expenditures, as shown in the table below and reported to the Department of the
Treasury. 

As a result of the cost mitigation provided by the ARPA funding, the City has been able to allocate
General Fund funding toward projects approved by the Council ad hoc committee. As of
September 30, 2023, the City has been able to spend $1.4 million year-to-date and $3.9 million
since 2021 on the following projects: 

The Neighborhood Parks Improvement project will be able to make minor improvements in
qualifying neighborhood parks. Numerous parks in our low-income census tracts are in need of
modernization that will assist in getting these community members outdoors and experiencing a
better quality of life. To date this project has spent $28,626 which provided new fencing around
Forest Villa Tot Lot. The playground order was placed in mid-November and is scheduled for
installation in early Spring.  

Total ARPA Funding Received 14,751,232

ARPA Funding Used to Mitigate Public Safety Costs 11,617, 484

ARPA Funding Remaining 3,133,748

ARPA FUNDING STATUS

2023 Lifetime Spend

Title Budget Q3 Spend ( includes this quarter) Remaining

Completed Projects 1,450, 000            -                         1,668, 601                       -                            

Body Cameras 586, 400                -                         550, 325 36, 075

Vaccination Incentive Program 47,500                  -                         34, 980 12, 520

Neighborhood Street Light Program 500, 000 12, 090 61, 077 438, 923

Human Services Grants includes admin 1,000, 000 103, 323 257, 736 742, 264

Dykstra Foot Bridge 400,000                -                         10,357 389, 643

Minor Improvements to Qualifying Neighborhood Parks 100, 000 9,022 28, 626 71, 374

Limited Term Employee ( LTE): Grants Coordinator 420,000                -                         118, 729 301, 271

Paving Gravel Roads 636, 866 16, 281 23, 539 613, 327

Translation Services 75,000                  -                         1,685 73, 315

Auburn Way South Median Landscape Replanting/ Irrigation 50,000                  -                         40, 187 9,814

Auburn Way South Roundabout 150, 000 56 563 149, 437

Emergency Housing Voucher Program 2,000, 000 88, 881 166, 922 1,833, 078

Encampment Cleanup 500, 000 122, 944 422, 403 77, 597

Downtown sidewalk replacement on Main Street and B Street Plaza surface

replacement 1,643, 266 13, 905 20, 128 1,623, 138

Broadband grants to hardest hit communities 180,000 3,281 180, 251                           (251)                         

Community violence intervention programs ( drone, SPIDR Tech) 313, 600                -                         214, 666 98, 934

Arts Culture Center Renovations 100, 000                -                         -                                    100, 000

Signing bonuses for lateral hires 200, 000 33, 045 131, 576 68, 424

Other Projects ( not started) 4,180, 000            -                         -                                    4,180, 000

Total: 14, 751, 232 402, 828 3,932, 350 10, 818, 882

Page 25 of 78



Quarterly Financial Report Through September 2023 21

The Encampment Cleanup project provides two service contracts that began in 2023; one
contract provides continued cleanup of garbage and debris related to encampments and other
illegal dumping on City-owned properties and rights of way (ROW), while the secondary contract
focuses specifically on encampment trash cleanup. To date, the project has spent $422,403 and
cleaned up 160 tons of liter and debris.  

Beginning in 2023, the Clean and Sober Housing Program is budgeted at $2 million over the life
of the program. This program is to assist residents of Auburn who are experiencing
homelessness and drug addiction and who are willing to enroll in and complete inpatient
treatment. The program will cover the costs of clean and sober housing of participants for up to
three years, provided the participant follows the clean and sober housing agreement. Total
project spend through Q3-2023 is $166,922.  

The Broadband Network to Hardest Hit Communities project allows the City to expand the City’s
broadband network capabilities for all residents, visitors, and city employees to utilize. The IT
department has acquired all necessary hardware and software related to the broadband/Wi-Fi
replacement and expansion. Total spent in Q3-2023 was $3,281 bringing the accumulated project
total to $180,251. All replacement of existing hardware has been completed. The expansion is
estimated to be completed during Q4-2023. 

Utility Enterprise Funds

Utility activities are divided between operating funds and capital sub-funds. Operating funds
house all the operating costs along with debt service and financing obligations. Capital funds
show costs associated with capital acquisition and construction. Both the operating and capital
funds have a working capital balance, which is equivalent to current assets minus current
liabilities. This approach isolates those funds available for capital and cash flow needs for daily
operations, and project managers will know exactly how much working capital is available for
current and planned projects.  

Through September 2023, the Water Utility had operating income of $5.3 million (operating
revenues less operating expenditures), approximately $ 1.0 million above the same period last
year. Water Fund operating revenues were $2.5 million or 20.6% higher than Q3-2022; the
majority of this variance was due to higher revenues from water sales ($2.1 million) and interest
earnings ($ 408,000). As previously mentioned, this increase in interest earnings is due to an
increase in the City’s cash and investments balances. 

Operating expenditures also increased by $1.5 million, mainly due to increases in personnel
costs, interfund allocations and utility taxes. 

Billable water consumption through June 2023 totaled 2.4 million hundred cubic feet (ccf), 
approximately 236,000 ccf or 8.0% higher than consumption volume through Q3-2022. 
Consumption increased across every customer class except manufacturing when compared to
Q3-2022, with the largest increases by both volume and revenue amount occurring in irrigation
and single-family accounts. 
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Through the third quarter of 2023, the Sewer Utility finished with operating income of $3.2 million
as compared to $1.2 million through the same period last year. Operating revenues were up
935,000 or 13.0% from the same period last year due to stronger performance in charges for

City sewer service and higher interest earnings. Interest earnings increased from $44,000
through Q3-2022 to $396,000 through Q3-2023 due to higher cash and investment balance and
higher interest rates.  

Operating expenses were down $1.1 million due to decreased in expense related to interfund
utility taxes. As discussed on pages 7-8, the City is no longer applying this tax to the pass-
through King County Metro revenue. This, combined with lower interfund charges, more than
offset increases in personnel costs and supplies, resulting in overall lower expenses compared to
last year. 

Through September 2023, the Stormwater Utility had operating income of $2.3 million
compared with $2.0 million in the same period last year. Operating revenues were up $1.1 million
compared to last year due to charges for City storm service and interest earnings. Interest
earnings increased from $60,800 through Q3-2022 to $462,600 through Q3-2023. As most
Stormwater service charges are based on a flat rate, there are not typically seasonal fluctuations
in this revenue. 

Operating expenditures in the Stormwater Utility were up $723,000 through the third quarter of
the year compared to the same period last year. The majority of this increase is due in roughly
equal measure to higher personnel and interfund allocation costs. 

The Solid Waste Utility finished the second quarter with operating income of $724,000. While
operating revenues were up by $2.8 million compared to Q3-2023 due to stronger performance in
charges for solid waste service, operating expenses were up by $4.0 million. This increase was
due to increased interfund utility tax payments, payments to the City’s solid waste vendor Waste
Management, and a payment of $530,000 of B&O tax to the Department of Revenue. 
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Internal Service Funds
Operating expenditures within the Insurance Fund represent the premium cost pool that will be
allocated monthly to other City funds over the course of the year. As a result, the expenditure
balance gradually diminishes each month throughout the year.  

No significant variances are reported in the k   ’ C mp i  , F ci i i  , I i   & 

Technology, or Equipment Rental Funds.  

Contact Information

This report is prepared by the Finance Department.  Additional financial information can also be
viewed at our website: http://www.auburnwa.gov/.  For any questions about this report please
contact Jamie Thomas at jdthomas@auburnwa. gov. 
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General Fund Revenue Overview
Summary
Collected 8% more
revenue YTD
compared to budget
and 23% more than
YTD last year

Underspent the YTD
budgeted
expenditures by 13% 
and have spent 13% 
more compared to
YTD last year

Revenue

2022

YTD Actual

2023

YTD Budget

2023

YTD Actual

Variance to

Budget

Favorable

Unfavorable)%

Variance

to 2022

Favorable

Unfavorable)%

Property Tax 13,190, 280$     13,161, 000$     13,312,970$     151,970$            122,690$            

Sales Tax 17,010, 670 15,238, 400 17,305,579 2,067,179 294,909

Utility Tax 10,784, 247 11,241, 775 11,937,278 695,503 1,153,031

B& O Tax* 1,979, 741 4,795, 840 6,833,212 2,037,372 4,853,471

Other Tax 3,293, 645 3,182, 873 3,795,566 612,693 501,921

Licenses and Permits 1,659, 194 1,860, 700 2,056,117 195,417 396,923

Intergovernmental 4,803, 571 4,718, 546 4,497,687          ( 220,859)             ( 305,884)             

Charges for Services 6,610, 380 7,457, 085 7,693,280 236,195 1,082,900

Other 2,121, 611 1,741, 167 3,944, 806 2,203,639 1,823,195

Transfers In 821, 014 7,667, 913 5,232,897          ( 2,435,016)         4,411,883

Total Revenue 62,274, 353$     71,065, 299$     76,609,392$     5,544,093$         8% 14,335,039$      23%

Total Expenditures 60,474, 475$     78,782, 618$     68,344,155$     10,438,463$      13% ( 7,869,680)$       -13%
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Tax Revenue
2023 budgeted taxes account for $68.8 million, or 75% of the General Fund budget

Property Tax (35% of taxes)
24 million 2023 budget

Expected to collect 100% of the budget by year-end

Retail Sales and Use Tax ( 30% of taxes)
20.3 million 2023 budget

295,000 (2%) over prior YTD actual

2.1 million (14%) over YTD budget
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Manufacturing: a DOR correction January
2022 accounted for an inflated Q1 2022
and 100% of the $220k decrease.

Transportation & Warehousing: The $27k
decrease is entirely attributed to couriers
and messengers.  

Services: telecommunications, 
car/equipment rentals and leasing, 
restaurants, and fitness centers

Tax Revenue
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Tax Revenue
Utility Tax (21% of taxes)

14.4 million 2023 budget
Water, Sewer, Storm, Solid Waste Utility Tax rate 9% 

6.8 million of total budget)

Electric, Natural Gas, Cable, and Telephone Utility Tax
rate 5% ($7.6 million of total budget)

695,000 (6%) over budget
Higher than expected natural gas and solid waste tax
collected

1.1 million (11%) over prior year
Higher electric, natural gas, and solid waste tax
collected compared to 2022
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Tax Revenue
Business and Occupation Tax (B&O) (8% of total taxes)

5.5 million 2023 budget
6.8 million collected YTD*

4.0 million in gross receipts tax (59%)

2.8 million in square foot tax (41%)

Includes Q4 2022, Q1 2023, Q2 2023, and 2022 Annual Filings

2.0 million (43%) over YTD budget

Other Taxes (8% of total taxes)
4.4 million budgeted

Criminal justice sales tax, admissions tax, gambling tax, leasehold excise tax, franchise fees
2.2 million ( 127%) over 2023 YTD budget

1.8 million (86%) over 2022 YTD collections

Both variances are due to higher sales tax collection ($ 550,000), interest earnings ($ 617,000), and penalties and fees ($
1,100,000)
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Licenses and Permits
Accounts for 3% of the total General Fund
Resources

2.5 million budgeted in 2023
Most all of this ($2.0 million is related to
building permits)

196,000 (11%) over budget

397,000 (24%) over prior year
285,000 YTD increase in business license

revenue and a $182,000 decrease in YTD
building permit
Total building permits issued YTD 2023
exceeded 2022 by 24% but total value of
permit has decreased by 38%
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Intergovernmental
Revenues include: Federal/ State/ Interlocal Grants, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
MIT) Compact, State Shared Revenue

State Shared Revenue:
Streamlined Sales Tax, Motor Vehicle Excise Tax (MVET), Marijuana/ Liquor excise taxes, Criminal Justice Sales Tax

221,000 (5%) under 2023 YTD budget
Timing of contribution payment from the MIT compact, and Streamlined Sales Tax
Mitigation reductions

306,000 (6.4%) under 2022 YTD collections
Timing of contribution payment from the MIT compact, and Streamlined Sales Tax
Mitigation reductions
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Charges for Services
General Government -$ 262,000 below budget (7%)

Timing of SKHHP Payments – Reimbursement basis

Public Safety -$ 19,000 below budget (2%)
Reimbursement for law enforcement services provided for private business
Reimbursement for officers at the Auburn School District and Muckleshoot Contract
Variance is due to fewer private business charges ( down $140,000), but offset by more DUI emergency
response fees (up $114,000)

Development Services -$ 88,000 below budget (10%)
Plan check fees, facility extension charges, zoning and subdivision fees
Primary drivers for this is tied to the permitting activity, which are also down

Culture and Recreation - $605,000 above budget (28%)
Green fees and pro shop sales are up $105,000 (8%) compared to previous
Recreation Classes and Special Events account are up $135,000 (28%) compared to previous year
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General Fund Expenditures
by Department

Department $ %

Council, Mayor, Admin 1,908,081 2,006, 600 2,011, 339       ( 4,739)              0%

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion -                    529,200 344,016 185,184 35%

Municipal Court 1,955,758 2,799, 579 2,224, 184 575,395 21%

Community Development 4,548,731 6,649,600 5,631,503 1,018,097 15%

Housing and Homelessness Outreach* 909,861 2,253, 800 1,486, 149 767,651 34%

Public Works 2,667,532 3,534, 600 3,302, 992 231,608 7%

Streets ( M&O) 2,702,800 3,479,100 3,015,496 463,604 13%

Parks, Art, and Recreation 10,335,833 11,648, 900 11,699, 114     ( 50,214)            0%

Police 23,247,236 26,484, 100 24,902, 106 1,581,994 6%

SCORE 3,642,867 4,200, 300 3,865, 469 334,831 8%

Internal Services ( HR, Finance, Legal, Nondepartment) 8,555,778 15,196, 839 9,861, 788 5,335,051 35%

Total 60,474,477$  78,782,618$  68,344,156$  10,438,462$   13%

Budget vsActual2023YTD

Actual

2023 YTD

Budget

2022 YTD

Actual
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ARPA Update

Page 39 of 78



Non-General Fund Highlights – Capital
Real Estate Excise Tax (REET)

YTD Collections: $ 2.7 million

1.8 million less prior year

950,000 over YTD budget
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Questions
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

Auburn Symphony Orchestra Annual Report ( Faber) ( 15

Minutes)

Date: 

November 6, 2023

Department: 

Parks/ Art and Recreation

Attachments: 

Auburn Symphony Orchestra – Annual Report

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only. 

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

The City of Auburn supports the Auburn Symphony Orchestra through a Tourism Promotion

Services Contract to assist in promoting and marketing Auburn as a destination for Arts and

Events that in turn contribute to the economy. Performing Art Programs serve as an economic

driver and the activities of the Auburn Symphony Orchestra assists in that effort. As part of the

2023- 2024 budget for the Arts Division, the Auburn Symphony Orchestra receives funding

with a specific scope of services for marketing, outreach and audience building, and

amplification of the arts. This formal presentation from the Auburn Symphony Orchestra will

report on their 2022- 2023 season as part of that contract.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Jeyaraj Staff: Faber

Meeting Date: December 11, 2023 Item Number:
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2022-23 Annual Report

2022-23 Programs

Title Date Musicians Attendance Location

Summer Series Programs

ASO String Quartet 7/14/22 4 250 Les Gove Park

ASO Brass Quintet 8/21/22 5 500 Auburn Int’l Farmers
Market

Family Concert in the
Garden

8/28/22 4 162 Soos Creek Botanical
Garden

Chamber Series Programs

Mountains: From the Urals
to the Cascades

11/20/22 6 75 St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church

Woodwind Variations 3/19/23 6 70 St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church

Symphony Series Programs

Extra(ordinarily) Fancy 9/18/22 51 302 Auburn PAC

American Voices 10/9/22 67 344 Auburn PAC

Holiday Spectacular 12/5/22 64 711 Auburn PAC

Pure Resonance 1/29/23 65 450 Auburn PAC

Movie Mixtape 2/24/23 70 450 Federal Way PAEC

Dvorak’s Cello Concerto 4/30/23 70 495 Federal Way PAEC

Special Performances

Performance at American
Guild of Organists

7/7/22 60 1,000 Benaroya Hall
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Convention

Everything Old is New
Again - in Partnership with
Early Music Seattle

5/14/23 35 300 Federal Way PAEC

Education & Community Engagement Programs

Auburn 4th of July Festival 7/4/22 0 2,000 Les Gove Park

Auburn School District
Back to School Festival

8/11/22 0 1,000 Auburn High School

Auburn Riverside High
School Orchestra
Classroom Visit

9/14/22 2 35 Auburn Riverside High
School

Pre-Concert Talk 9/18/22 2 ~ 100 Auburn PAC

Pre-Concert Talk 10/9/22 2 ~ 100 Auburn PAC

Ticket Giveaway
partnership with Auburn
LIbrary

October
2022,
December
2022,
January
2023

N/A 20 tickets
per
performance

Auburn Public Library

Link Up: The Orchestra
Sings

1/24/23 58 1,600 Auburn PAC

Pre-Concert Talk 1/29/22 1 ~ 100 Auburn PAC

Art Inspires Art 2/28/23,
3/16/23,
3/23/23

1 300 Ilalko, Evergreen
Heights, and Lea Hill
Elementaries

Pre-Concert Talk 4/30/23 1 120 Federal Way PAEC

Marketing

Marketing and advertising examples attached

Press Coverage

Date Publication Notes

1/11/23 South Sound Magazine 4th Graders Link Up with Auburn Symphony
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Orchestra with help from Carnegia Hall

1/20/23 Auburn Reporter Violin virtuoso joins Auburn Symphony
Orchestra for special show

3/1/23 South Sound Magazine 10 Hot Tickets: Woodwind Variations

3/6/23 ilovekent.com https://ilovekent.net/2023/03/06/auburn-sympho
ny-chamber-series-woodwind-variations-concert-
will-be-sunday-mar-19/

5/18/23 Auburn Reporter https://www.auburn-reporter.com/news/auburn-s
ymphony-orchestra-renews-contract-of-music-dir
ector-wesley-schulz/

Advertising

Date Publication Notes

Monthly Lake Tapps Living Digital content promotion

Per concert/quarterly Auburn Magazine Digital content promotion

Year-round Window of Office on Main Street Digital content promotion with
seasonal display

Per program Press releases to various regional
outlets

Sent via email

Per concert KNKX Radio ads in Puget Sound
region

Per concert KING FM Radio ads in Puget Sound
region

Per concert/quarterly Banner on Auburn Way Concert promo-Visual over
Auburn Way near Hwy. 18

Digital Advertising

Date Publication Notes

Ongoing Sound Publishing Targeted ads about ASO and
specific concerts

Aug/Sep 2022 Facebook - Classical 1 9,672 reach

Sep/Oct 2022 Facebook - Classical 2 9,222 reach
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Oct 2022 Facebook - Harvest Happy Hour 12,483 reach

Nov 2022 Facebook - Thanksgiving Weekend Sale 1,857 reach

Jan 2023 Facebook - Classical 3 7,748 reach

February 2023 Facebook advertising - Education
Programs

Reach 233

February 2023 Facebook advertising - Movie Mixtape Reach 2,890

March 2023 Facebook advertising - Woodwind
Variations

Reach 282

Apr 1-18 Facebook promoted posts Reach- 5,392; Clicks- 98

Apr 19-May 1 Facebook promoted posts Reach- 4,314; Clicks- 74

Print Collateral

Date Description Notes

April 2022 2022-23 Season Brochures Sent to internal list of 2,300

November 2022 Annual fund letter Sent to 400 patrons

August 2022,
January 2023

Newsletters Sent to list of 2,500

November 2022 Holiday Concert Postcard targeted to
Auburn neighborhoods

Sent to 5,000

March 2023 Newsletter Sent to list of 800

Apr-May 2023 Newsletter Sent to 800+ addresses

Per Concert Programs Distributed to every patron

Electronic Promotions

Date Description Notes

Per Program Live Music Project, Seattle Times,
Explore Auburn, The Stranger,
SoCoCulture

Online calendars
Emails to their constituents

Per Program Facebook 1,174 followers

Per Program Twitter 918 followers
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Per Program Instagram 224 followers

Per Program YouTube 206 subscribers

Per Program SoundCloud 22 followers

Per Program MailChimp Emails to list of 2,600
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Pure Resonance
Sunday, January 29, 7:30 PM
Auburn Performing Arts Center

This is a profound and deeply moving program. 
Hear Arvo Pärt’s anguish over the death of
Benjamin Britten and Britten’s own turbulent
Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes. Finally, 
experience Dmitri Shostakovich’s struggle against
censorship in his Tenth Symphony and his ultimate
triumph of expression.

Extra(ordinarily) Fancy
Sunday, September 18, 2:30 PM
Rachell Ellen Wong, violin
Auburn Performing Arts Center

Our 26th Season kicks off in the most “Extra(ordinarily) 
Fancy” way possible with music by Viet Cuong, Felix
Mendelssohn and Ludwig van Beethoven. Come hear
violinist Rachell Ellen Wong as well as ASO’s very own
Shannon Spicciati and Dan Williams as they go “reed to
reed” in the ultimate oboe smackdown! 

Movie Mixtape
Film Music from the 80's & 90's

Saturday, February 25, 2:30 PM
Federal Way Performing Arts Center

We' re stoked! Listen to rad music from some
killer movies including Chariots of Fire, Jurassic
Park, Forrest Gump, Beauty and the Beast, and
much more! This show will be gnarly, dude!

American Voices
Sunday, October 9, 7:30 PM
Tania León , composer
Auburn Performing Arts Center

In this exploration of American Voices in classical
music, we invite you to saunter, skip or dance your
way down the streets with George Gershwin’s An
American in Paris, treat yourself to the west coast
premiere of a new work by Pulitzer Prize winning
composer, Tania León, and feel invigorated by the
romantic, British- inspired work of Amy Beach.

Dvoák’ s Concerto for Cello
Sunday, April 30, 2:30 PM
Efe Baltacigil, cello
Federal Way Performing Arts Center

In this uplifting, glorious season finale cellist Efe
Baltacigil will perform with ASO the finest of
all cello concertos. The concert begins with the
warmth and tranquility of Johannes Brahms’ Third
Symphony and is rounded out with Three Spirituals
by American composer Adolphus Hailstork.

Holiday Spectacular
Monday, December 5, 2:30 PM
Auburn Performing Arts Center

Celebrate the holidays with Auburn Symphony
Orchestra! Bring the entire family for an evening
of comfort and cheer. Don’t miss Sleigh Ride, 
our traditional Sing-Along, and a few holiday
surprises.

Season Tickets 2022-2023

Package $# seats
Total

6 Symphony
Concerts

General $ 200 x = $

Senior (60+)$ 160 x = $

Student/ Under 25 $ 60 x = $

4 Symphony
Concerts
choose below)

General $ 132 x = $

Senior (60+)$ 105 x = $

Student/ Under 25 $ 40 x = $

Chamber
Concerts (2)

General $ 40 x = $

Student/ Under 25 $ 15 x = $

Extra(ordinarily) Fancy

American Voices

Holiday Spectacular

Pure Resonance

Movie Mixtape

Dvoák's Concerto for Cello

Ticket sales alone cover less than half the cost it
takes to bring you this season's concerts. Your
continued generosity is vital to keeping symphonic
music in our community. Please add a tax-deductible
contribution today!

TOTAL $

Your Contact Information
Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________State ___________Zip ___________________

Phone ______________________________Email ___________________________________

Payment
o Check enclosed, payable to Auburn Symphony

Card Number ________________________________________________________________

o Visa oMastercard Exp. Date ___________   3 Digit Code __________

Mail to: Auburn Symphony, P.O. Box 2186, Auburn, WA 98071

SAVE MONEY Buy five concerts and get the sixth free with a full-
season subscription! 
PRIORITY SEATING Subscribers can reserve their seats for the whole
season before tickets go on sale to the general public.
PURCHASE WITH CONFIDENCE We know that our world is changing
everyday. Purchase a subscription knowing that if a performance needs
to be cancelled or postponed due to health concerns, we will honor
your ticket at a future performance or offer a full refund. Your health
and safety are our first priority.
RENEWING A SUBSCRIPTION? Look for an email from us for a quick
and easy renewal. Reserve your seats by June 30.
Single tickets available July 6.

MOVIE MI X T A P E

Film
M u s i c o f t h e 8 0 s

9 0 s

We're back at the Auburn Performing Arts Center! 
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Wesley Schulz, conductor

Rainier Youth Choirs

Monday, December 5, 7:30 PM
Auburn Performing Arts Center

Auburn Symphony Orchestra’s

HolidayHoliday
SpectacularSpectacular
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Holiday Spectacular Monday, December 5, 7:30 PM

Rainier Youth Choirs
Rainier Youth Choirs is a community- based organization with no religious affiliation. 
Members come from Auburn, Burien, Covington, Des Moines, Enumclaw, Federal
Way, Issaquah, Kent, Maple Valley, Puyallup, Renton, Snoqualmie, and Sumner, with
no restrictions. It is a tuition-based music performance and education program for
children and youth emphasizing the development of high caliber musical skills and

outstanding artistic performances so as to inspire, enrich, and transform the lives of children. RYC is now accepting
members, grades 2-12 to join in January. Partial scholarships are available.

Rainier Youth Choirs was founded in 2007 by Artistic Director, Leora Schwitters, as a youth offering under the adult
Kent community ensemble the Rainier Chorale, with a mission to “encourage the personal and social growth of our
singers and inspire our community through impactful performances and music education”. More information at
www.RainierYouthChoirs. org.

Zane Kistner, assistant conductor
Zane Kistner, originally from Salem, Oregon, earned a Bachelor of Music in Music
Education at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington. While at Puget Sound, 
he studied euphonium and conducting. During his time in Tacoma, Zane performed as
a soloist and substitute musician, most notably as a featured soloist on Seattle’ s King FM
Classical radio station. Zane also won the 2017 Northwest Brass Festival Solo Competition, 
which gave him the opportunity to perform and record with Brass Band Northwest. As
an educator, Zane worked as the assistant conductor of the Puget Sound Youth Wind
Ensemble and the Puget Sound University Concert Winds. Recently, Zane completed his
Master of Music in Orchestral Conducting under Dr. Jonathan Girard at the University

of British Columbia. At UBC, Zane has worked as the assistant conductor for both the UBC Symphony Orchestra, 
and the UBC Chamber Orchestra Festival and participated in the Cascade Conducting Masterclass and masterclasses
presented by Neil Varon, Gerard Schwarz, and Sarah Ioannides. Zane’s most recent performances have been with the
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra.

Wesley Schulz, music director and conductor
Wesley Schulz is widely recognized for his superb programming and spirited yet heartfelt
music making with orchestras. At home with masterworks, contemporary music as well
as pops, the Cultural Voice of North Carolina deems Schulz’ s conducting “ spectacular.” 
Schulz is Music Director and Conductor of the Auburn Symphony Orchestra ( WA) 
and recently completed four successful seasons as the Associate Conductor of the
North Carolina Symphony. Prior to this, Schulz was a Conducting Fellow at the Seattle
Symphony, Assistant Conductor of the Britt Festival Orchestra and Education and Family
Conductor for the Austin Symphony Orchestra.

Key to Schulz’ s success is his passion for diversifying classical music and expanding the
concert hall to include all listeners. He has collaborated with some of the most dynamic musical artists of our time
including Philippe Quint, Bella Hristova, Richard Lin, Leslie Odom Jr, Pink Martini, Randall Goosby, Cirque de la
Symphonie, John Williams, Amos Lee and many more. When not on the podium, Schulz enjoys distance running, 
doing CrossFit, cooking and playing endless fetch with his two dogs, Chewbacca and Han Solo.

Wesley Schulz, Music Director and Conductor

Zane Kistner, Assistant Conductor

Rainier Youth Choirs, Leora Schwitters, Artistic Director

O Tannenbaum .......................................... arr. Carmen Dragon

Chanukah 5776 .................................................. Sam Hyken

Fantasia on Greensleeves  ............................. Ralph Vaughan Williams

Sleigh Ride .................................................. Leroy Anderson

Elliott Fager, guest conductor, Gala Auction Winner

Unter Donner und Blitz Polka  ............................... Johann Strauss Jr.

Beatlecracker Suite ....... Music by Lennon, McCartney, Wilkinson & Tchaikovsky

Overture: Help!

March: When I’m 64

Danse de la Fée Dragée: Can’t Buy Me Love

Danse des Mirlitons: She Loves You

Valse des Fleurs: From Me to You

It’s Christmastime  ......................................... arr. Calvin Custer

Zane Kistner, guest conductor

b intermission a

Carol of the Bells  .......................... Leontovich- Wilhousky/ arr. Hayman

Zane Kistner, guest conductor

Navidad Latina! ......................................... Anthony DiLorenzo

Holiday Songs from Home Alone  ............................... John Williams

Somewhere in My Memory

Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas

Rainier Youth Choirs

Suite from The Polar Express  ................... Silvestri & Ballard/ arr. Brubaker

Christmas Singalong  ...................................... arr. John Finnegan

Lyrics on next page
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Program Notes

Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing O Come, All Ye Faithful

Joy to the World

It Came Upon the
Midnight Clear

Silent Night,  
Holy Night

Deck the Halls

Jingle, Bells

O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold Him,

Born the King of Angels;

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord

Joy to the world! The Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King;

Let ev’ ry heart prepare Him room,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’ n and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and

nature sing.

It came upon the midnight clear,

That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth

To touch their harps of gold:

Peace on the earth,  

good will to men,

From Heav’ n’s all gracious King;”

The world in solemn stillness lay

To hear the Angels sing.

Refrain)

Jingle, bells! jingle, bells!

Jingle all the way!

Oh! what fun it is to ride

In a one-horse open sleigh!

Jingle, bells! jingle, bells!

Jingle all the way!

Oh! what fun it is to ride

In a one-horse open sleigh!

Verse)

Dashing thro; the snow,

In a one-horse open sleigh;

O’er the fields we go,

Laughing all the way;

Bells on bobtail ring,

Making spirits bright;

What fun it is to ride and sing

A sleighing song tonight. (Oh,)

Repeat refrain)

Hark! the herald angels sing,

Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconcile!

Joyful all ye nations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;

With th’angelic host proclaim,

Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Hark! the herald angels sing

Glory to the new-born King.

Silent night, holy night,

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin

Mother and Child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Deck the halls

with boughs of holly,

Fa la la la la la la la la.

Tis the season to be jolly,

Fa la la la la la la la la.

Don we now our gay apparel,

Fa la la la la la la la la.

Troll the ancient Yuletide carol,

Fa la la la la la la la la.

STAFF
Marte Osiris Madera
Interim Artistic Director

Brain Wallace
Board of Directors President

Cynthia Sprenger
Board Member & Event Coordinator

Wade Walthall
Advisory, Founder, & Choreographer

DANCERS
Ava Abueg-Autrey
Clara
Elle Rosquita
Nutcracker
Leelu Wyborny
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Auburn Symphony Contributors
Government Support

4Culture

ArtsWA

City Of Auburn

City of Federal Way

City of Kent

National Endowment for the

Arts

Corporate & Community

Support

Arts Fund

Auburn Public Schools

Foundation

Auburn School District

David M. Johnson, MD / SANW

Ears, Nose, and Throat

Green River College Foundation

Half Lion Brewing Co.

Leavitt Group Northwest

Mayflower Park Hotel

Miles Sand & Gravel

Muckleshoot Tribal Schools

Poe Construction

Propel Insurance

Timberland Bank

10,000+

Anonymous

5,000-$ 9,999

Lawton Case

Carl & Carol Corbin

1, 000-$ 4,999

Linda Bielejec

Walt & Judy Bishop

Lora Lee Brown

Erick & Ruth Camp

Paul & Becky Casperson

Steve & Anne Chatman

Bill & Shelia Cowart

JuLee Fiebelkorn

George & Janie Frasier

Donna Glasoe

Kathy Gleason & Wayne Johnson

Ginny Hill

Alice & Michael Hori

Dr. Suzanne Johnson & Beth

O’Connor

Sherrill Miller

Susan Nevers

Tyler Page

Judi Richardson

Jim & Tanya Rottle

Jane & Thomas Sharp

Amy Sie

Jim & Linda Sprenger

Gail & Bob Spurrell

Carol & Ken Theimer

AJ & Staci VanderPol

500-$ 999

Edith & Wolfram Abicht

Larry & Donna Brown

Nancy Colson

Christine Egle

Len & Linda Elliott

Elsa & Elliott Fager

Donny & Tallen Franklin

Joan & Irwin Goverman

Lance & Annette Lane

Katie & Jason Nelson

Rachel & Alex Perry

Wayland and Lisa Scarff

Wesley Schulz & Cameron

Larson

Jennifer Shook

Corinne Spicer

Jim & Elaine Swigart

James & Monica Tolas

Dan Trimble & Katie Whittier

Lee Valenta & Trish Borden

Westby Family Fund

100-$ 499

Karen Alliston & Pete Beaupain

Clayton & Barbara Anderson

Anne & Jay Baunach

John Bell

Gary & Nancy Bennett

Jacelyn Boschok

Paul Cataldo

Tom & Stephanie Condon

Christine Cordes

Jo Cugini

Eric Elkins

Monty Euston & Susan Peterson

Robert & Kay Filson

Dorothy Finley

Mark & Amanda Flanery

Dr. Robert & Darinda Frerichs

Cindy & Richard Garneau

Thomas Ginsburg

Sandra Graham

Julia & Michael Greely

Mary J. Hayes

Sandra Hixenbaugh

Naomi Jackson

Patricia Judd

Kaelyn & Kevin Jude

Jean F Keller

Mary Kleinsasser

Suzanne Laurel

Bill Levey

Lauri Lindberg

Steve & Janet Lone

Warren & Roseanne Malkowicz

Bruce Gilbert & Lisa Marahrens

Jenny Moller

Angela Moore

Charles Natsuhara

John Rottle & Judy Morgan

Markey Sandhop

Mary Sheehan

Lee & Sue Singer

Caren Skube

Alan & Shannon Spicciati

Kent & Patty Sprague

Cynthia & Peter Sprenger

Len & Sheila Stoll

Charlotte Sullivan

Robert & Diane West

James & Deanna Wilson

Jan & Homer Wood

Mark & Tami Woolsey

Up to $100

Don & Sonna Alexander

Carol Barden

Meg Brennand

Bob & Colleen Buchanan

David Couch

Matthew Dickinson

David Durham

Joyce & Rick Eggers

John Eisenhauer & Jill Strate

Michael & Pam Epeneter

Ruth & Jim Fletcher

Karen, Darron & Zoe Harris

Erica Helmick

Geoffrey Jackson & Jane

Leeson- Jackson

Ron & Kris Kistler

Jim Mondt

Dennis & Bonnie Montgomery

Lisa & Tim Nunn

Diane & Jack Oxford

Dorothy Rathje

Bethany Rogers

Marie Rosenquist

Shirley Rutkowski

Margaret Schenck

Joanne Seng

Dan & Terri Shields

Steve Siegel

Paulette & David Sitzenstock

Ann Smith

Allan Smith

Sonja Stendal

Thelma Strand

Janee Theleman

Alex Ung

Michael Warden

Joy Werlink

Gifts were made in honor of

Herman Ansingh

Dorothy Erhard

Lynn Norman

Barbie & Darrell Sherrard

Lee Valenta

We thank the following for their contributions
given between January 1, 2022 through November 17, 2022.

We strive to be accurate in

acknowledging your gifts. Please

contact us if we have made an error.

VIOLIN 1
Emilie Choi
Concertmaster

Lynn Bartlett- Johnson*
Anne Cady*
Kimberly Harrenstein
Louanne Lotz
Mark Lotz
Coral Sepulveda
Teddy Wiggins

VIOLIN 2
Sol Im
Principal

Cecilia Archuleta^
William Boyd^
Martha Garrett*
Shu-Hsin Ko
Karen Sorensen
Adam Syed
Linda Vogt

VIOLA
Betty Agent* 
Principal

Sue Jane Bryant
Alexander Grimes
Richard Neff
Eileen Swanson*
Michael Watson^

CELLO
Brian Wharton^ 
Principal

Meg Brennand^
Grant Olson
William Spengler
Paige Stockley*
Amy Windus*

BASS
Todd Larsen* 
Principal

Maurice Clubb
David Couch*
Stephen Schermer*

FLUTE
Wendy Wilhelmi
Principal

Evan Pengra Sult
Susan Telford

OBOE
Shannon Spicciati
Principal

Tad Margelli*
Dan Williams

CLARINET
Jennifer Nelson* 
Principal

Denise Lum^
Florie Rothenberg

BASSOON
Mona Butler*  
Principal

Francine Peterson

HORN
Rodger Burnett*  
Principal

Jill Jaques
Danielle Lemieux
Richard Reed*
Aimee Stewart

TRUMPET
Sarah Viens
Principal

Brian Shaw

TROMBONE
Patrick Raichart
Principal

Douglas Nierman^
Keith Winkle

TUBA
Ryan Schultz
Principal

TIMPANI
Matthew Drumm
Principal

PERCUSSION
Matthew Kocmieroski*
Principal

Rob Tucker
Paul Hansen

HARP
John Carrington
Principal

GUITAR
Justin Davis
Principal

KEYBOARD/
CELESTE
Christina Siemens
Poe & Rasmussen Family
Celeste

ASSISTANT
CONDUCTOR
Zane Kistner

Auburn Symphony Orchestra

BELLA VOCE
Leora Schwitters, 
Director
Advika Ajay
Katrina Arnold
Herleen Bhatti
Vincent Gangwish
Amelia Hope
Charlotte Hudson
Hazel Huyck
Samantha Israel
Benjamin Johnson
Kadin Kosage
Anika Luther
Silvia NcNeill
Freya Mjelde
Madison Reyes
Gabriel Ruthford
Jenadi Udawatta

COLLA VOCE
Jackie Grant, Director
Sophia Carnevale
Madison Cole
Chloe Comeau
Vienna Gathiru
Olina Holman
Holly Johnson
Piper Jones
Kaeli Kosage
Adelaide Moncur
Natasha Morley
Dennis Mottern
Milan Munoz
Elijah Thomas
Dora Walrod
Alex Wells
Lily Win

Founding Members       ^ 
20+ Years
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Tickets and more information at auburnsymphony.org

Board of Directors
Tanya Rottle, President

Bill Cowart, Vice President

Dr. Elsa Fager, Secretary

Bob Spurrell, Treasurer

Linda Bielejec
Nancy Colson

Our Mission Auburn Symphony Orchestra changes lives and our South Puget Sound community through the shared
experience of live orchestral music performances and by nurturing the relationship between our audience
and our artists.

Contact us auburnsymphony. org  |  info@auburnsymphony. org  |  253- 887-7777  |  P.O. Box 2186, Auburn, WA 98071

About Auburn Symphony Orchestra

Music Director
Wesley Schulz

Executive Director
Rachel Perry

Communications
Manager
Christy Caravaglio

Linda Elliott
George Frasier
Dr. Suzanne Johnson
Kaelyn Jude
Linda Sprenger
A.J. VanderPol
Dolores Kyle, Emeritus, decd.

Personnel Manager
Rodger Burnett

Music Librarian
Mona Butler

Stage Manager
Zane Kistner

Pure Resonance
Sunday, January 29, 2:30 PM
Rachell Ellen Wong, violin
Auburn Performing Arts Center

Movie Mixtape
Film Music from the 80’s & 90’s
Saturday, February 25, 7:30 PM
Federal Way Performing Arts Center

Woodwind Variations
Sunday, March 19, 4:00 PM
St Matthew - San Mateo Episcopal
Church

Antonín Dvoák’s Concerto
for Cello
Sunday, April 30, 2:30 PM
Efe Baltacigil, cello
Federal Way Performing Arts Center

Have you included Auburn Symphony Orchestra in your estate plans? 
Contact us at 253-887-7777 for more information.

2022-23
season26

Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices.  

The use of cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall. Thank you.

Attention Auburn Sympnony Orchestra Attendees: Photography, filming and podcasts disclaimer: 
Please note that photographs and footage will be taken throughout tonight’s event. These will be used by Auburn Symphony Orchestra for
marketing and publicity in our publications, on our website, and in social media or in any third party publication. Please contact the event

organizer if you have any concerns or if you wish to be exempted from this activity.
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

City of Auburn 2023 Event Recap ( Faber) ( 30 Minutes)

Date: 

November 29, 2023

Department: 

Parks, Art, and Recreation

Attachments: 

Special Events Presentation - 2023

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only. 

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

The City of Auburn produces a variety of Major Special Events. This recap will cover major

City-wide events such as Petpalooza, KidsDay, Juneteenth, Airport Day, Auburn Farmers

Market, Veterans Parade and others.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Jeyaraj Staff: Faber

Meeting Date: December 11, 2023 Item Number:
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Peter Cotton Trail
April 7-10, 2023 | Various Parks in Auburn
o 4-day scavenger hunt (looking for hidden

paper bunnies) showcasing 16 parks & trails
o We estimate 2,000 participants; and 890

people (ages 4 months–90 years) submitted
scorecards to win prizes.

o Amazing comments from participants about
the event, our park system, and something
fun to do with all ages and abilities

Lots of fun and appreciate
that its set up so that

people with disabilities can
also participate.
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Clean Sweep

Saturday, April 22, 2023
18 different projects around Auburn
450 volunteers participated
Contract with Kiwanis to provide a kick-off breakfast for
volunteers at the Community Center
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Petpalooza & 3K/ 5K Dog Trot Fun Run

Saturday, May 20, 2023 | Game Farm Park | 10am-5pm
o Petpalooza: FREE event includes pet-related vendors; 

animal entertainment, children' s activities, a pet contest, 
agility demos, adoptions, art zones, food concessions, a
beer garden, and live entertainment.

o Dog Trot: A chip-timed 3K/ 5K fun run along the White
River Trail, held at 9:30am, just prior to the festival.

2023 Highlights
Estimated
Attendance: 
approx. 15,000
532 Dog Trot
participants
150 vendors
Festival revenue

44,515
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Auburn Farmers Market

Sunday | June 4-September 17 | Les Gove Park | 10am-3pm
Voted #2 in Washington State through
American Farmland Trust – 624 votes
Total Customer in 2023 – 34,395 (average 2,150 per week)
Total 2023 Vendor Sales: 

539,131 – average $ 33,695 per week
Vendors:

86 unique vendors | 807 vendor opportunities for season
Food bank donations – 4,871 pounds

Chili Cook Off ($1,229 raised for the Food Bank)
Volunteers – 14 volunteers donated 248 hours
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Auburn Farmers Market
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Bookmarks/ Marketing

English

Dari Spanish Ukrainian Russian
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Entertainment/ Special Events/ Presentations

Ellinor Quartet | June 11
Classical Music

From Within Nucleus – classical  | June 4
Bharatanatyam ( Southern Indian) Dance

Auburn Symphony Orchestra | July 16

Sound Harmony | August 20
Women’ s a‘capella group

Jazz Misfits | August 13
Jazz take on classical, rock, modern, 
and post-modern music
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Celebrating Pride | Sunday, June 11
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Sunday, June 18 | Les Gove Park | 10-5pm
A family reunion-style celebration featuring poetry
readings/ 14 performances, inflatables, music, book readings, 

diverse local vendors
Approximate attendance: 500
Food vendors:  10| General vendors: 40+

Juneteenth
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KidsDay

Friday, June 23, 2023 | Les Gove Park | 11am-4pm
o FREE, fun-filled, one-day event includes inflatable rides, live

entertainment, arts and craft opportunities, mini golf, loads of
vendors, a touch-a-truck display, food concessions and more!

o Recognized 24 students from the Auburn School District as
Salute Award’ recipients

2023 Highlights
Estimated
Attendance: 
approx. 12,000+
120 vendors,
13 food vendors, 
9 sponsors
Festival revenue

22,995
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4th of July Festival

Tuesday, July 4, 2023 | Les Gove Park | 11am-4pm
o A fun-filled daytime event featuring two entertainment stages, 

inflatable rides, bungy trampolines, a rock wall, a car show, mini
golf, train rides, artisan vendors, food concessions and much more. 

2023 Highlights
Estimated Attendance: 
approx. 10,000+
76 vendors,
14 food vendors,
4 sponsors
Wristbands sold: 1,913
Cars on Display: 206
Festival revenue = 

34,741
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Auburn Airport Day

Saturday, July 8 | Auburn Airport | 10am-4pm
Over 1,000 in attendance
228 kids flown by Young Eagles
Chinook from JBLM flew in for tours
Food trucks, face painting & balloon twisting
Auburn Rec-N-Roll
Live Music
Hundreds of smiling faces in the bouncy house
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Summer Sounds & Kids SummerStage

Kids Summerstage
Every Wednesday, July 12-August 16 | 12 noon | Les Gove Park

o 6-week series featuring entertainment geared for kids
o Different groups each week including an educational reptile

performance; magic and super cool tunes for kids!

Summers Sounds
Every Thursday, July 13-August 17 | 6:30 pm | Les Gove Park

o 6-week series featuring entertainment for all ages
o Different groups each week including the Slim Wizzy (country); Ranger

The Re-Arrangers ( swing); Michael Powers ( jazz guitar); Auburn
Symphony Orchestra ( pops playlist); The Kim Archer Band
singer/ songwriter); Wally & The Beaves ( classic rock).
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Friday Night Flicks

Fridays, July 28-August 11 | dusk
3-week traveling movie series in various parks

o Lea Hill Park | Friday, July 28
o Sunset Park | Friday, August 4
o Les Gove Park | Friday, August 11

Live Concert & Movie
Almost 5K Poker Fun Run (213 participants)

o Estimated attendance for the series: 1,950
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LUSIO Lights Festival

August 18 & 19 | Mary Olson Farm | 7-11pm
o Dozens of light art installations
o Live DJ and sound installations
o Interactive pieces for children and adults
o 10K projections in the tree line
o The most insta-grammable event in Auburn! 
o Free and family friendly

2023 Highlights
Estimated Attendance: 2,500
15 artists
Sponsored by 4Culture, City of
Auburn, and White River
Valley Museum

Page 73 of 78



Hops & Crops – Music & Beer Festival
Saturday, September 14 | Mary Olson Farm | 12-6pm

21+ event with taster and DD admission options
Four live performances by local indie bands
Breweries and food trucks
Lawn games, house tours, and exhibits

2023 Highlights
Attendance: 700
10 breweries & 
cideries
4 food trucks

18,000 in revenue
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Halloween Harvest Festival & Les
Gove Park Trunk-or-Treat

Saturday, October 28 | Les Gove Park | 1-5 pm
Fun-filled fall afternoon that included games, crafts, photo
opportunities, tons of candy, inflatables, and rides

White River Valley Museum hosted Boo-Seum and a
Monster Laboratory

Trunk-or-Treat around the trail at Les Gove Park

Free admission; encouraged canned food drive to support
the Auburn Food Bank – 537 pounds of food was collected

2023 Highlights
Estimated Attendance: approx. 
4,000-5,000
54 Trunk vendors (32 trunk
vendors in 2022)
4 Food vendors
4 Sponsors
Festival revenue = $7,915 an
increase of $2,650 from 2022
The premium parking lot raised
over $1,200, all proceeds
benefitted the Auburn Food Bank
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Veterans Parade & Observance

Saturday, November 11 | Main Street in downtown Auburn | 11am

Parade along Main Street from E Street SE to A Street NW
Special features include fly-over, marching bands, honor guards, military
marching units and vehicles, veterans units, drill teams, community and
scouting groups, floats, antique cars and more.
Moring breakfast co-hosted by the American Legion
Remembrance Ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park hosted by the American
Legion
Veterans Luncheon recognizing Washington State Dept. of Veterans Affairs
award winners, co-sponsored by the Auburn Noon Lions
State’s largest Marching Band and Field Competition ( marching bands
participate in Parade as part of competition).
Tourism Grant in the amount of $8,000 allows for extra media promotion
extending beyond a 50+ mile radius of Auburn to promote travel to Auburn
and hotel stays.

2023 Highlights
3,823 parade participants
12,000+ estimated spectators
4 food vendors; 1 sponsor &
4 media partners
Event revenue = $20,395
including sponsorship, 

vendor fees, and grant funds)
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Shout Out
to the
Supporting
Cast

Thank you,
Police Dept., VRFA

Emergency
Management Division, 
for their support and

participation in
special event

logistics!

Thank you to
Multimedia and

Communications for
helping to create

marketing materials
and promotional

support!

Thanks to
Parks Admin,

Finance & Mayor’s
Office staff

for various event
support!
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