
City Council Study Session PW CD SFA

September 25, 2023 - 5:30 PM

City Hall Council Chambers

AGENDA

Watch the meeting LIVE !

Watch the meeting video

Meeting videos are not available until 72

hours after the meeting has concluded.

I . CALL TO ORDER

A . PUB LIC PA RT ICIPAT ION

Public Participation

The Auburn City Council Study Session Meeting scheduled for Monday, September

25, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. will be held in person and virtually.

Virtual Participation Link:

To view the meeting virtually please click the below link, or call into the meeting at the

phone number listed below. The link to the Virtual Meeting is:

https:// www.youtube. com/ user/ watchauburn/ live/? nomobile= 1

To listen to the meeting by phone or Zoom, please call the below number or click the

link:

Telephone: 253 215 8782

Toll Free: 877 853 5257

Zoom: https:// us06web. zoom. us/ j/84849765923

B . Roll Call

I I . AGEND A MO DIFICAT IONS

III . ANNO UNC EME NT S , REPORT S , AND PRESENTAT IONS

IV. PUB LIC W ORKS AND COMMUNI TY DEVELOPME NT DISCUS SION ITEMS

A . King County Metro RapidRide I -Line Project Update ( Gaub) ( 20 Minutes)

B . Comprehensive Transportation Plan Update - Policy Review ( MML OS Standards)

Gaub) ( 35 Minutes)

C. Capital Projects Status Report and Feature Capital Project ( Gaub) ( 15 Minutes)

D. Public Art Deaccession ( Faber) ( 10 Minutes)

V. ADJOUR NME NT
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Agendas and minutes are available to the public at the City Clerk's Office, on the City website

http://www.auburnwa.gov), and via e-mail. Complete agenda packets are available for review

at the City Clerk's Office.
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

King County Metro RapidRide I-Line Project Update ( Gaub) ( 20

Minutes)

Date: 

September 19, 2023

Department: 

Public Works

Attachments: 

Presentation

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only.

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

King County ( KC) Metro will provide a status update of its RapidRide I-Line project.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Brown Staff: Gaub

Meeting Date: September 25, 2023 Item Number:
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

Comprehensive Transportation Plan Update - Policy Review

MMLOS Standards) ( Gaub) ( 35 Minutes)

Date: 

September 20, 2023

Department: 

Public Works

Attachments: 

Presentation

Policies

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only.

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

This is a continuation of the previous discussion regarding goals, policies, and actions to be

incorporated into the City’s 2024 Comprehensive Transportation Plan ( Plan). This discussion

will focus on Multimodal Level of Service ( MMLOS) standards. This study session is the City

Council’ s opportunity to provide questions or comments regarding the recommended goal

and policies related to MMLOS standards.

Staff will review the recommended policies, and actions related to MMLOS standards as

provided in the attachment. Proposed changes to previously discussed policies and goals to

align with the MMLOS standards policies will also be discussed.

Through December 2023, staff will gather input from the Transportation Advisory Board and

the Public. The final Plan will be presented for adoption in 2024.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Brown Staff: Gaub

Meeting Date: September 25, 2023 Item Number:
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

POLICY REVIEW - MMLOS
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CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION

SEPTEMBER 25, 2023

Public Works Department
Engineering Services   Airport Services   Maintenance & Operations Services

1
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

COUNCIL SCHEDULE OVERVIEW

SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

April ‘ 23

City Comprehensive Plan Overview

June ‘ 23

Draft Transportation Policies Review & Discussion

September –
November ‘ 23

Draft Multimodal LOS & Safety Policies Review & Discussion

24 TBD

Final Review & Discussion

Resolution for adoption

2
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

GOALS – POLICIES - ACTIONS

Broad statements indicating a general aim or purpose to be
achieved.Goals

Topic-specific statement providing guidelines for current and
future decision-making.

Indicates a clear commitment of the local legislative body.Policies

Initiatives, projects, or programs to put policy into motion.

Actions

3
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Goal 1: Planning*

Goal 2: Equity*

Goal 3: Safety

Goal 4: Environment*

Goal 5: Multimodal* 

Transportation Network

Goal 6: Multimodal Level of

Service Standards

Goal 7: Concurrency*

Goal 8: Managing capacity

needs*

Goal 9: Right-of-way

management*

Goal 10: Maintenance & 

Preservation*

Goal 11: Parking*

Previously Discussed w/ Council

GOALS

4
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Level of Service ( LOS) Standards:

Metrics that indicate how well transportation systems are moving people

and goods

Multi Modal ( MM): 

More than 1 mode of moving people and goods

Motorized vehicles moving people on streets

Active transportation, including pedestrian (walking) and bicyclists.

Transit (busses and Sounder trains)

Trucks moving freight on streets and via railroads.

WHAT ARE MMLOS STANDARDS?

5
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Required by Regional Planning Policies ( PSRC)

Required by HB1181

Provides framework for more equitable, sustainable, healthier, 

and environmentally balanced transportation system.

Metrics allow evaluation and planning to be focused on walking, biking, 

and transit to move people instead of just cars.

Standards developed to prioritize active transportation facilities that will

best realize mode shift from vehicles to transit.

Provide mechanism to provide for growth and development to be

mitigated by other means besides just expanding roadway capacity.

WHY MMLOS STANDARDS?

6
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

POLICY REVIEW: GOAL 6) MMLOS STANDARDS

GOAL 6: Multimodal Level of Service ( MMLOS) – Establ ish

multimodal level of service standards for all City streets, active

transportation facilities, and access to transit services to serve

as a gauge to judge performance of the system and success in

helping achieve the comprehensive plan goals consis tent with

environmental justice. 

7
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Current Proposed Approach: Based LOS Standards on AM and PM
peak intersection delay and queuing at intersection s. 

Previous Approach: Based on PM peak except in special
circumstances, included intersection delay, queuein g, corridor LOS, 
pavement degradation, safety impacts, and general roadway
geometry

New approach simplifies metrics to clarify when standards are being
met. 

Other factors included in previous approach are still considered with
other goals/ policy sections.

VEHICLE LOS STANDARDS

8
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 9

TR6- 1-1: The City adopts

the following Vehicle

Level of Service ( LOS) 

Standards for the AM

and PM peak periods

per the Highway

Capacity Manual:

Signalized: LOS D except

intersection of two

principal arterials is E

Stop Controlled: LOS E

Roundabout: LOS D

VEHICLE LOS STANDARDS – INTERSECTION DELAY
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

VEHICLE LOS STANDARDS – INTERSECTION QUEUING

10

Policy TR6-1-1 Continued

Queuing: The line of cars waiting at an intersection

Metric Rating: Pass/ Fail

Does queuing extend through other intersections or block driveways? Do those

intersections and driveways meet spacing standards?

Do any queues extend beyond designated lanes such that they block other vehicle lanes

turn lanes)?

Actions: Regularly conduct traffic counts, observat ions, and modeling

to evaluate current and future Vehicle LOS and identify projects to

address deficiencies.
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Active Transportation: People getting to/ from place s by walking or biking.

Previous Plan does not have LOS Standards for Activ e Transportation

Metric: Based on Level of Traffic Stress ( LTS) Conc ept:  

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION LOS STANDARDS

11
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 12

New Policy – TR6- 2-2 Pedestrian

LOS Standards:

Pedestrian LOS is based on LTS

ranging from 1 to 4. 

LTS standard is 1 except “ rustic” or

alleys have LTS standard of 2. 

Streets may be designed with

lower LTS to accommodate local

needs.

Related Actions:

The Street cross sections included

in the EDS will be updated provide

at least minimum level of service

requirements. 

Roadway

Classification

No

separate

pedestrian

facility

5’ Shoulder 5’ Shoulder

w/ Physical

Barrier

5’Sidewalk 5’ Sidewalk w/ 

5’ Separation

10’ Sidewalk

Alley 2 1 1 1 1 1

Rustic

Residential
2 1 1 1 1 1

Rustic

Collector
3 2 1 1 1 1

Local

Residential
3 3 2 2 1 1

Residential

Collector
4 3 2 2 1 1

Local Non-

Residential
4 4 3 3 2 1

Non-

Residential

Collector

4 4 4 3 2 1

Minor

Arterial
4 4 4 3 2 1

Principal

Arterial
4 4 4 3 2 1

WALKING LOS STANDARDS – POLICIES ( ALL NEW)

Page 30 of 111



SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 13

Types of Bicycle Facilities

Class III – Bicyclists and

vehicles share travel lanes. 

Class II - Bicycle lanes in the

roadway but separated from

vehicular traffic. 

Class I - Bicycle facilities

separated from roadway

traffic by curbing, 

landscaping, buffer

hardscaping, or physical

barriers. 

BIKING LOS STANDARDS

BACKGROUD

Class III

Class I

ClassIClassII w/ buffer

Class II
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 14

Need for bicycle network that provides

connections to regional trails and transit

facilities to encourage mode shift. 

New Policy and Action Added to Goal 5

Multimodal Accessible Network):

TR5-3-3: City bicycle are classified as Regional, 

Priority, or Auxiliary.

Action: The city will develop, and periodically update, 

a Bicycle Route Map

BIKING LOS STANDARDS

POLICIES ( ALL NEW)
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 15

New Policy – TR6- 2-1

Bicycle LOS Standards

Bicycle LOS is based on LTS

ranging from 1 to 4. 

Auxiliary Route LTS is 3.

Priority Route LTS is 2.

Regional Route LTS is 1. 

Posted Speed

Limit ( mph) 

Arterial

Traffic

Volume/ 

Freight Class

Class III

Bikeway

Class III

Bikeway

w/ Pavement

Markings

Class II

Bikeway

Class II

Bikeway

w/ Buffer

Class I

Bikeway

Not Posted

Alleys) 
Any Volume 1 1 1 1 1

25

3k 1 1 1 1 1

3-7k 3 2 2 2 1

7k 3 3 2 2 1

30

15k 4 3 2 2 1

15k 4 4 3 2 1

35 <
25k 4 4 3 3 1

25k 4 4 4 3 1

40+  Any Volume 4 4 4 4 1

Any
T-2* or

Greater
4 4 4 4 1

BIKING LOS STANDARDS

POLICIES ( ALL NEW)
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

BIKING LOS STANDARDS

POLICIES ( ALL NEW)

16

For City Streets without Regional, Priority, or

Auxiliary bicycle routes, the standard LTS will

be per the roadway cross sections by street

classification in the Engineering Design

Standards ( EDS). 

Streets may be designed with lower LTS

rating to accommodate local needs such as

parks, schools, and other uses. 

Related Actions:

The EDS will be updated to include standards

for various types of bicycle facilities intended

to meet level of service standards as defined

in the Plan. 
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 17

TRANSIT LOS STANDARDS

TRANSIT TYPES IN AUBURN

Auburn Station – many transit options available

Hub providing access to Sounder Train and many diff erent bus routes.

Frequent Routes – highest service frequency/ hours: 

BRT – Bus Rapid Transit

Service < 30-minute headways during service hours; 

minimum 4 buses/ hour during peak times ( currently route 160); 

stops every ½ mile.

Local routes – medium service frequency/ hours: 

Service < 30 minutes during peak hours, 

60 during service hours outside of peak hours ( cur rently routes 181, 184, MTT); 

stops every ¼ mile.

DART & Express Routes – limited service/ frequency/ hours/ stops: 

Service with few stops between destinations, intend ed to take riders quickly to the key destinations. 

Express routes are currently routes 497, 566, and 578 – stops every ¼ mile.

Dial- A- Ride Transit Service ( DART) routes are curre ntly routes 915 and 917. 
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 18

TR6- 3-1: Transit LOS

Transit LOS score ranges from

1 to 4

Estimated for any location in

the City using a combination of

the walking shed distance from

the location to transit services

and the type of available

transit service.

TR6- 3-2: Active

transportation improvements

prioritized based on transit

level of service

Type of

Transit

Service

1 mile

walkshed

1 mile

walkshed

mile

walkshed

mile

walkshed

mile

walkshed

Auburn

Station
4 3 2 1 1

Frequent 4 3 2 1 1

Local 4 4 3 2 2

Express

and Dart
4 4 4 3 2

TRANSIT LOS STANDARDS

POLICIES ( ALL NEW)
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

TRANSIT LOS STANDARDS

POLICIES ( ALL NEW)

19

Actions to Support MMLOS Standards Goal Policies

Transit)

Coordinate with transit operators.

Maintain a transit LOS map. 

Prioritize eliminating gaps in active transportatio n routes and

improving sub standard non-motorized facilities in areas of

transit levels of service 1 and 2. 

Develop tools to assess current and future planned transit

level of service throughout the City and identify active

transportation gaps and substandard active transpor tation

facilities.
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 20

FREIGHT LOS STANDARDS BACKGROUD
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 21

FREIGHT LOS STANDARDS POLICIES ( ALL NEW)

TR6- 4-1: The City adopts the following Freight Leve l of Service Standards:

Truck Routes Include Arterials, Non-Residentials, and T-1, T-2, and T-3 Routes.

Vehicle LOS Standards

Intersections, driveways, and lane widths accommoda te turning trucks. 

Minimum 20-year pavement service life.

Truck oriented land-uses provide on-site parking area for trucks loading and on-site turn-around. 

Development anticipating regular truck deliveries or services shall provide a delivery plan that

identifies the trucks size, frequency, and delivery or service duration and demonstrates how, when, 

and where the trucks will be make deliveries or services without causing impacts to vehicles, 

bicycles, and pedestrians in the ROW. 
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION 22

FREIGHT LOS STANDARDS POLICIES ( ALL NEW)

Actions

Maintain a map of Auburn truck routes. 

Update the EDS to address trucks.

Coordinate regularly with BNSF Railroad, UP Railroa d, Washington Utilities Commission, 

and Sound Transit to monitor freight rail needs and issues. 

Identify Truck Routes that do not meet current freight level of service standards and

prioritize investments to address deficiencies based on level of impact and available

funding.

Page 40 of 111



SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Goal 7 – Concurrency

TR7-1, updated to indicate the vehicle level of service will be used as

the metric of concurrency related to development

Added TR7-2, development activity pays impact fee based on “ people

trips” and the impact fees are used for vehicular capacity projects and

projects that encourage mode shifts from vehicle to active and transit

modes.

Added TR7-3, development will make frontage improvements to serve

all modes.

OTHER POLICY UPDATES

23
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SERVICE ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY CHARACTER SUSTAINABILITY WELLNESS CELEBRATION

Safety Policy Discussion Anticipated in November

2023

Final Draft of Policies

Public Outreach and Feedback

Planning Commission

City Council Adoption in 2024

FEEDBACK & NEXT STEPS

24
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Page 1 of 3

DRAFT (9/19/23) 

GOAL 6: Multimodal Level of Service (MMLOS) – Establish multimodal level of
service standards for all City streets, active transportation facilities, and access
to transit service to serve as a gauge to judge performance of the system and
success in helping achieve the comprehensive plan goals consistent with
environmental justice. (MMLOS Standards) 

MMLOS Standards Policies (Vehicles) 

TR6-1-1: The City adopts the following Vehicle Level of Service (LOS) Standards for the
AM and PM peak periods per the Highway Capacity Manual: 

Signalized: The LOS standard for signalized intersections is “D”, with the
following exceptions: for signalized intersections of two principal arterial roads
the LOS standard is “E”.  

Stop Controlled: The LOS standard stop controlled intersections is “D”.  

Roundabout: The LOS standard for roundabout controlled intersections is “D”.  

Queuing: The LOS standard for intersection queuing is the 95th percentile queue
shall not extend across an adjacent driveway, alley, or street intersection, except
if the driveway, alley, or street intersection is within the functional intersection
boundary of the queue in which case the queue may extend to the limit of the
functional intersection boundary. Additionally, queuing for a designated turn lane
shall not exceed turn lane storage area and cause a blockage of through lane(s). 

Actions to Support MMLOS Standards Goal and Policies (Vehicles) 

Regularly conduct traffic counts, observations, and modeling to evaluate current
and future Vehicle LOS and identify projects to address deficiencies. 

MMLOS Standards Policies (Active Transportation) 

TR6-2-1: The City adopts the following bicycle LOS Standards: 

Bicycle LOS shall be based on Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) ranging from
1 to 4 as follows: 1 – minimal traffic stress and high comfort facilities that
accommodate bicyclists of all ages and skill levels; 2 – some traffic stress and
moderate comfort facilities that accommodate average bicyclists; 3 – moderate to
high traffic stress and moderate to low comfort facilities that accommodate
mostly experienced bicyclists; 4 – high traffic stress and low comfort facilities that
accommodate mostly bicycle enthusiasts with advanced experience and skill
levels.   

The Bicycle LTS standard for Auxiliary bicycle routes is 3 or less. 

The Bicycle LTS standard for Priority bicycle routes is 2 or less. 

The Bicycle LTS standard for Regional bicycle routes 1.   

Standards for City Streets without Regional, Priority, or Auxiliary bicycle routes
shall be per the standard roadway cross sections by street classification in the
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Page 2 of 3

EDS.  

Streets may be designed with Bicycle LTS lower than the standard LTS to
accommodate local needs such as parks, schools, and other uses.  

TR6-2-2: The City adopts the following pedestrian LOS Standards: 

Pedestrian LOS shall be based on Pedestrian Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) 
ranging from 1 to 4 as follows: 1 – minimal traffic stress and high comfort
facilities; 2 – some traffic stress and moderate comfort facilities; 3 – moderate to
high traffic stress and moderate to low comfort facilities; 4 – high traffic stress
and low comfort facilities.   

The Pedestrian LTS standard for City streets is 1 except streets classified as
rustic” or alleys have a Pedestrian LTS standard of 2 or less.   

Streets may be designed with Pedestrian LTS lower than the standard LTS to
accommodate local needs such as parks, schools, and other uses.  

Actions to Support MMLOS Standards Goal Policies (Active Transportation) 

The EDS will be updated to include standards for various types of bicycle
facilities intended to meet level of service standards as defined in the Plan.  

Standards will be developed and incorporated within the EDS to establish typical
street cross sections by roadway classification to meet the pedestrian LTS
standards. 

MMLOS Standards Policies (Transit) 

TR6-3-1: Transit Level of Service (Transit LOS) is defined as the accessibility, 

frequency, comfort, and connectivity of available transit services using active
transportation modes. A Transit LOS score ranging from 1 to 4 can be estimated for any
location in the City using a combination of the walking shed distance from the location to
transit services and the type of available transit service as defined in the Plan. 

TR6-3-2: Active transportation improvements shall be prioritized based on transit level
of service with higher priority placed on improvements in areas with higher transit level
of service.   

Actions to Support MMLOS Standards Goal Policies (Transit) 

Coordinate regularly with transit operators to understand service plans . 

Maintain a map that reports transit service levels citywide based on transit
service plans and walksheds.   

Prioritize eliminating gaps in active transportation routes and improving sub
standard non-motorized facilities in areas of transit levels of service 1 and 2.  

Develop tools to assess current and future planned transit level of service
throughout the City and identify active transportation gaps and substandard
active transportation facilities. 
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Page 3 of 3

MMLOS Standards Policies (Freight) 

TR6-4-1: The City adopts the following Freight Level of Service Standards: 

LOS for freight movement follows the vehicle LOS standards. 

Principal Arterial, Minor Arterial, Non-Residential, and other streets identified as
T-1, T-2, or T-3 routes are considered Truck Routes except as designated
otherwise by the City Code or as posted by the City Engineer.  

Intersections of Truck Routes shall be designed to accommodate turning trucks
such that the trucks do not interfere or obstruct with other travel modes or cause
damage to adjacent property and facilities.  

Roadway pavement on Truck Routes shall be designed with a minimum 20 -year
service life with truck loading.  

Driveways serving trucks and lane widths on the adjacent truck routes shall be
designed such that trucks accessing the driveways do not enter into opposing
roadway or driveway lanes. Driveways with excessive width may be required to
provide mitigation treatments for bicyclists and pedestrians crossing the
driveway.   

Truck oriented land-uses shall provide on-site parking area for truck loading and
unloading and shall accommodate truck access and on-site turn-around.  

Development anticipating regular truck deliveries or services shall provide a
delivery plan that identifies the trucks size, frequency, and delivery or service
duration and demonstrates how, when, and where the trucks will be make
deliveries or services without causing impacts to vehicles, bicycles, and
pedestrians in the ROW.  

Actions to Support MMLOS Standards Goal Policies (Freight) 

Maintain a map of Auburn streets that overlap with the WSDOT Freight and
Goods Movement Transportation System and ensure that transportation projects
that overlap with T-1, T-2, and T-3 routes include adequate space for large
vehicle turns.  

Update the EDS to ensure they adequately consider the needs of freight vehicles
in terms of intersection turning movements, mid-block turning movements into
driveways, loading docks, and alleys, and entrance to, navigation of, and exit
from traffic circles and roundabouts.  

Identify Truck Routes that do not meet current freight level of service standards
and prioritize investments to address deficiencies based on level of impact and
available funding. 
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

Capital Projects Status Report and Feature Capital Project

Gaub) ( 15 Minutes)

Date: 

September 13, 2023

Department: 

Public Works

Attachments: 

Capital Projects Status Report

Presentation

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only.

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

The purpose of this discussion is to inform the Council and Public of the overall status of the

City’ s Capital Project program managed by the Engineering Services Division and to present

the 2023 third quarter feature capital project, the 10th Street NW and A Street NW

Intersection Improvements project ( Project No. CP2207). This project will construct a traffic

signal at the intersection of 10th Street NW and A Street NW.

The Capital Project Group of Engineering Services is currently managing 39 projects, totaling

approximately $ 101 million in total project costs. Of these projects, 30 are in design and 9 are

under construction. Before the end of the year, 4 projects that are currently in design are

expected to enter the construction phase.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Brown Staff: Gaub

Meeting Date: September 25, 2023 Item Number:
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AGENDA BILL APPROVAL FORM

Agenda Subject: 

Public Art Deaccession ( Faber) ( 10 Minutes)

Date: 

August 7, 2023

Department: 

Parks/ Art and Recreation

Attachments: 

Full Deaccession report 1

Full Deaccession Report 2

Public Artwork Deacces sion Propos al powerpoint

Budget Impact: 

Current Budget: $ 0

Proposed Revision: $ 0

Revised Budget: $ 0

Administrativ e Recommendation:

For discussion only. 

Background for Motion:

Background Summary:

The Art in Public Places Policy ( Section 3.2) requires that the deaccession of public art be

approved by both the Arts Commission and the City Council. At the Arts Commission meeting

of August 1, 2023, staff present the Arts Commission with the current condition reports and

deaccession requests for the Centennial Mural by artist Tom Teitge and You Are Here -

Millennium Sundial by artist Ries Niemi. The Arts Commission voted in favor of

deaccessioning both pieces, given they are damaged beyond reasonable repair and repair

costs far exceed the current value of each piece.

Rev iewed by Council Committees:

Councilmember: Brown Staff: Faber

Meeting Date: September 25, 2023 Item Number:
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

Please see The City’ s Deaccession Policy and procedure before removing any objects from the permanent
collection. Please use one form per item. 

Artwork: Centennial Mural
Artist: Tom Teitge
Location: East Main and B Street NE, Auburn, WA
Date Accessioned: May 12, 1989
Acquisition Method: Grant Funded Commission
Original Cost: $ 17,500
Current Market Value: $ 23,186
Current Insurance Value: $ 23,186
Estimated cost of Repair: $ 5,000-$8,000

Condition: Destroyed Poor Very Poor Fair

Good Very Good Excellent

Reason for Deaccession ( Check all that apply): 

Theft of the artwork. 

Damage beyond reasonable repair, and/ or artwork is damaged to the extent that it no longer
represents the artist’ s intent, and/ or it is damaged to the extent that the expenses of restoration and
repair are found to equal or exceed current market value of the artwork. 

Portable artwork is not, or is only rarely, on display due to lack of a suitable site. 

For site-integrated or site-specific artworks, the site for which the artwork was specifically created is
structurally or otherwise altered and can no longer accommodate the artwork, is made publicly
inaccessible as a result of new construction, demolition, or security enhancement, or has its
surrounding environment altered in a way that significantly and adversely impacts the artwork. 

For site-integrated or site-specific artworks, the site for which the artwork was specifically created is
sold or acquired by an entity other than City of Auburn. 

There exists a documented history of incident( s) that shows the artwork is a threat to public safety.  

The artist legally exercises the Right of Disassociation granted by the Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990, 
preventing the use of his or her name as the creator of the artwork.  

The artwork requires excessive maintenance to the extent that the expenses are found to equal or
exceed current market value of the artwork. 

The City wishes to replace the artwork with another work by the same artist.  

At the time of accessioning, if complete information on the provenance of the artwork is not
available, or more information has since become available, indicating that the artwork does not meet
accession or art selection criteria. 

The artwork has become a violation of a city code, policy or regulation. 
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

Additional Reasons/ notes:  
Wall façade is crumbling and in disrepair. Extensive peeling of painting, leading to loss of some sections. 

Documentation of correspondence with the artist regarding the above: See Attached

Agreement that Artist has been notified and has NOT requested reconsideration.

Artist has requested reconsideration: N/ A

Photo documentation of site conditions, if applicable: 
See attached at end of document

Police Report: N/ A

Artwork will (after proposed deaccession) be: 

Returned to Artist.  Repurposed by City.  Disposed of by City.    Transferred.

Other: The owner of the building on which the mural is painted has full discretion over the work. 

Date of Return/ Repurpose/ Disposal/ Transfer: N/ A

Additional notes: 
There are tentative plans for a future owner of this building. In the case we do not deaccession the
piece, the wall will fall into further disrepair as the cost of restoration exceeds the original cost of
commission and accession. 

Deaccession Proposed by: Allison Hyde, Arts Program Supervisor, City of Auburn

Deaccession approved by Arts Commission on:  August 1, 2023

Deaccession approved by Mayor and City Council:  

Final date of deaccession: 
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

Images – 2023 Documentation

Façade of building is cracking heavily on the rightmost section of the wall. Large chips are forming, 
and portions of wall paint are flaking off. Pieces of the mural are missing in some sections. 
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

Page 82 of 111



City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork
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From: Allison Hyde <ahyde@auburnwa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 3:31 PM
To: groundwiretom@gmail.com
Subject: Re: Centennial Mural Deaccession

Tom,

Thank you very much for your understanding about this transition and thank you for the wonderful
gift that your mural has been for the Auburn community.

I will pass along your contact information.

Wishing you all the best,

Allison

Allison Hyde ( she/ her/ hers) | Arts Program Supervisor
City of Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation
253.804.5043, ahyde@auburnwa.gov
More ARTS Than You Imagined!

On Jul 25, 2023, at 3:21 PM, Tom Teitge <groundwiretom@gmail.com>
wrote:

CAUTION: The following message originated from outside the City of
Auburn. Be careful opening links and attachments

Hello Allison,  Wanted to drop you a line confirming that I understand

that the City of Auburn is fully relinquishing any responsibility for
maintaining or insuring or in any other way being further responsible

Page 90 of 111

COA\KSorum
http://www.auburnwa.gov/arts

COA\KSorum
mailto:ahyde@auburnwa.gov



for my Auburn ” Centennial Mural” , painted in 1989….. It’s on its own...

Thank you to Auburn for looking after it for so long.... Please, if possible
pass my contact info, on to the property owners, should they care to

reach me for any further discussions about the artwork (independent
of the city.}    All the best, Tom Teitge

On Jul 18, 2023, at 1:57 PM, Allison Hyde
ahyde@auburnwa. gov> wrote:

Dear Tom Teige,

Hello! Thank you very much for your time

today talking with me on the phone about
the City of Auburn's plans to deaccession
the "Centennial Mural." Due to the
deteriorating condition of the wall on
which it was painted, we are no longer
able to maintain this artwork, but have
been very proud to have it as a favorite
mural in Auburn since 1989.

Just to reiterate what we discussed, the

City of Auburn would like to deaccession
the artwork, meaning that it will no longer

be under our responsibility to insure or
maintain and will be removed from our

official list of permanent collection
artworks, after which point the building

owner will be free to do what they wish
with the wall and mural.

We appreciate your understanding and
are greatly appreciative of the artwork

that has meant so much to Auburn and its
community.

Thank you again,

Allison

Allison Hyde ( she/ her)

Arts Program Supervisor
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City of Auburn

253) 804-5043

The information contained in this
electronic communication is personal,

privileged and/or confidential information
intended only for the use of the

individual(s) or entity(ies) to which it has
been addressed. If you read this

communication and are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution or copying of
this communication, other than delivery
to the intended recipient is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please
immediately notify the sender by reply e-
mail. Thank you.

The information contained in this electronic communication is personal, privileged and/ or

confidential information intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(ies) to which it has
been addressed. If you read this communication and are not the intended recipient, you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication, other than delivery to
the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please

immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail. Thank you.
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

Please see The City’ s Deaccession Policy and procedure before removing any objects from the permanent
collection. Please use one form per item. 

Artwork: You Are Here - Millennium Sundial
Artist: Ries Niemi
Location: Les Gove Park, 910 9th St SE, Auburn, WA 98002
Date Accessioned:  7/ 05/ 2000
Acquisition Method: Commission
Original Cost: $ 15,000
Current Market Value: The artist assessment noted that it would cost him $75,000 to remake today. 
Current Insurance Value: $ 16,500
Estimated cost of Repair : Materials: $ 7,750-10,000 l Fabrication: $ 9,000-12,000 l Art Handling: $ 9,500-
11,000 l Total: $26,250 – 33,000

Condition: Destroyed Poor Very Poor Fair

Good Very Good Excellent

Reason for Deaccession ( Check all that apply): 

Theft of the artwork. 

Damage beyond reasonable repair, and/ or artwork is damaged to the extent that it no longer
represents the artist’ s intent, and/ or it is damaged to the extent that the expenses of restoration and
repair are found to equal or exceed current market value of the artwork. 

Portable artwork is not, or is only rarely, on display due to lack of a suitable site. 

For site-integrated or site-specific artworks, the site for which the artwork was specifically created is
structurally or otherwise altered and can no longer accommodate the artwork, is made publicly
inaccessible as a result of new construction, demolition, or security enhancement, or has its
surrounding environment altered in a way that significantly and adversely impacts the artwork. 

For site-integrated or site-specific artworks, the site for which the artwork was specifically created is
sold or acquired by an entity other than City of Auburn. 

There exists a documented history of incident( s) that shows the artwork is a threat to public safety.  

The artist legally exercises the Right of Disassociation granted by the Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990, 
preventing the use of his or her name as the creator of the artwork.  

The artwork requires excessive maintenance to the extent that the expenses are found to equal or
exceed current market value of the artwork. 

The City wishes to replace the artwork with another work by the same artist.  
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

At the time of accessioning, if complete information on the provenance of the artwork is not
available, or more information has since become available, indicating that the artwork does not meet
accession or art selection criteria. 

The artwork has become a violation of a city code, policy or regulation.

Additional Reasons/ notes: 

The wood beneath the metal is rotting and splintering causing metal to become lose and unattached
from wood. The repairs complexity would cause need for either the artist to repair themselves or to
oversee repair, artist has stated that they will not be able to take responsibility for the repairs. The
surface of the piece involves individual interlocking metal panels that each stand at a different level of
relief from the wood making the creation of a new table for the piece complex. The cost to repair and
pay for labor outweighs the current worth of the piece, and the price the piece was originally purchased
at.  

Estimation bid for restoration by Artech: See attached

Documentation of correspondence with the artist regarding the above: See attached

Photo documentation of site conditions, if applicable: See attached

Police Report: N/ A

Agreement that Artist has been notified and has NOT requested reconsideration: See attached

Artist has requested reconsideration:

Artwork will (after proposed deaccession) will be: 

Returned to Artist.  Repurposed by City.  Disposed of by City.    Transferred.

Date of Return/ Repurpose/ Disposal/ Transfer:  

Transfer: N/ A

Additional notes: 

Recommended for Deaccession by: _Allison Hyde, City of Auburn Arts Program Supervisor__________ 

Approved for Deaccession by Arts Commission on: _______August 1, 2023____________________

Final Approval of Deaccession by Mayor and City Council: ____________________________________ 
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

Artwork: You Are Here - Millennium Sundial
Artist: Ries Niemi
Location: Les Gove Park, 910 9th St SE, Auburn, WA 98002
Date Accessioned:  7/ 05/ 2000
Original Cost: $ 15,000

Photographs of artwork proposed for deaccession: 

You Are Here - Millennium Sundial by Ries Niemi being installed at Les Gove park in 2000 (above) 

You Are Here - Millennium Sundial by Ries Niemi damages and repair in 2017 ( above) 
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City of Auburn, WA

Request for the Deaccession of Public Artwork

You Are Here - Millennium Sundial by Ries Niemi in current state 2023 (above) 
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From: Ries Niemi < rniemi@fidalgo. net> 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 3:03 PM
To: Allison Hyde < ahyde@auburnwa. gov> 

Subject: Re: City of Auburn "You Are Here" Damages
Importance: High

CAUTION: The following message originated from outside the City of Auburn. Be careful opening
links and attachments

I am reluctantly having to admit, mostly to myself, that I just dont have the time or energy to rebuild

this piece, and I should let you know that, yes, you should probably deaccession it. I am getting too
old to do this scale of work, and no longer have full time staff in the metal shop.

Also, it was a very low price to begin with, for what it was, and everything is much more expensive
now. 

The original piece used recycled lumber that was already a hundred years old. And, as we can see,

that had a lifespan of around 15 to 20 years. New lumber is not even available, nor would it last
much longer.
If I was going to rebuild this piece, I would build a steel subframe, probably from something like 3”
angle iron, that would sit on top of the steel legs, and then, I would use 2” x 6” Trex or similar
composite plastic/wood decking.  The available composite material is not as thick as the original
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beams, or as wide, and it needs cross supports every 2 or 3 feet. 

Then, the surface metal and stone would need to be fitted into the decking- the way I did this last
time was very labor intensive and fussy, tracing each piece, routing a place for them to sit, then

bolting them thru the decking. 
I can see this taking me, who has done it before and set up to do it, a couple weeks to build the

metal subframing, and another couple weeks to fit the inlays, then needing to transport the whole
big thing as one unit, on a big truck.

I am willing to consult, if you want to try to find a contractor willing to take this on, but I just cant

commit to doing it myself, as I would have in the past.

Ries

On Jul 3, 2023, at 8:19 AM, Allison Hyde <ahyde@auburnwa.gov> wrote:

Ries,

Hello! I wanted to reach out one more time to see if you are available to come take a
look at your artwork “ You Are Here” in Auburn. The option of possibly hiring you to

restore the piece is our last option before we begin the artwork deaccession process.
The wood is deteriorated and has become a hazard. Please let me know if this is

something you would like to consider, and if so, would need to meet to look at it and
create a cost estimate before deciding on next steps.

Thank you,

Allison
Allison Hyde (she/her)
Arts Program Supervisor
City of Auburn
ahyde@auburnwa. gov
253.804.5043

From: Allison Hyde < ahyde@auburnwa. gov> 

Sent: Friday, April 28, 2023 11:22 AM
To: ries@riesniemi.com
Subject: RE: City of Auburn "You Are Here" Damages

Ries,

Hello again! I’m hoping that you are back in town and might be available to schedule a
time to meet with us and discuss possibilities for “You Are Here.” Please let me know at
your earliest convenience when you might be able to meet?
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Thank you,
Allison

Allison Hyde | Arts Program Supervisor
Pronouns (she/ her/ hers)
City of Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation
253.804.5043, ahyde@auburnwa. gov
More ARTS Than You Imagined!

From: ries niemi <ries@riesniemi.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2023 2:10 PM

To: Allison Hyde <ahyde@auburnwa.gov>
Subject: Re: City of Auburn " You Are Here" Damages

CAUTION: The following message originated from outside the City of Auburn. Be
careful opening links and attachments

Alison, I am certainly open to the idea of a souceable composite. I would like to see
pictures of it before you do it, of course, but that seems like a smart idea to me.
This piece was done in about 2001, 22 years ago, for a very low budget, and I sourced
the recycled wood, both because I liked the idea of recycling, and the wood was
beautiful and not too expensive. But 20 years is a very reasonable lifetime for a
recycled organic material like that.
The metal parts have bolts that go thru the planks, with nuts on the bottom. Some of
the stone pieces were, I think, glued in place, in routed out spots. Its been a while, I
cant remember all the details. 
I think the big sun is all one piece, and spans several planks, and is bolted down. The big
stone circles are glued down, though, I believe with silicone. They can be removed,

carefully, and reglued to a new substrate.

Let me know what you find out.
Ries

Here it was, brand new, in 2001.

image001. jpg>

On Feb 27, 2023, at 4:16 PM, Allison Hyde <ahyde@auburnwa.gov> wrote:

Ries,

Hello! Thank you for getting back to me. I see. I had figured getting lumber to match
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would likely be a bit specialty and perhaps also very expensive. Yes, the piece of wood

that is rotted and damaged has the metal on top of it. Currently there is a rusty bolt
sticking out that is a hazard, so we might need to just do a bit of a patch job for safety

reasons sooner than later.

As far as bigger picture maintenance planning, if we have to remove the entire top to
replace that board, it seems smart to replace any or all that are in need of replacement.

Given the age of the piece and the inevitable weathering that it will face over time, I
wonder if you would consider allowing us to replace the wood with a similar- looking

composite instead so that the piece can be more durable for maintenance concern
reasons? I am merely anticipating that the expense and time involved with removing
the metal top, replacing the board, or all boards while we are at it, will fall into the
major restoration project category, and hence, a possible discussion weighing the pros
and cons of spending that much to restore a piece with wood that might possible
continue to be a maintenance problem. 

I know that making such a change would be a rather dramatic change to the artwork,
and I do not mean to take your artistic intention and material choices lightly. I
appreciate any thoughts or ideas you have about it, and I will try to get an estimate
soon for the possible restoration. Do parts of the metal come apart in sections maybe,

and we could just do pieces of the wood to be replaced as-needed? It looks like one big
piece that would need to be completely take off to replace the wood…

Thanks!

Allison
Allison Hyde (she/her/hers) | Arts Coordinator
City of Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation
253.804.5043, ahyde@auburnwa. gov
More ARTS Than You Imagined!

From: ries niemi <ries@riesniemi.com> 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2023 7:23 AM

To: Allison Hyde <ahyde@auburnwa.gov>
Subject: Re: City of Auburn " You Are Here" Damages

CAUTION: The following message originated from outside the City of Auburn. Be
careful opening links and attachments

Allison, I am currently in South America, where I live part of each year, sorry it took me

a while to get back to you.
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The wood on that piece is recycled old growth timber, which I originally purchased over

20 years ago from Duluth Timber. At that time, the beams were probably already over
100 years old, cut from trees that were 200 to 300 years old. They were salvaged most

likely from WW1 era military warehouses in Minnesota, and similar timbers were used
to build Bill Gates’ mansion in Bellevue.

So, they are not exactly a catalog item. 
I know that several years ago, you guys replaced one or both of the bench timbers,

which were similar, and I dont know where the replacements are, or where they were
sourced from. 

Duluth used to have a branch in Washington State, which closed several years ago, but
all their supplies were unique, not stock items.
I do have a friend who is very knowledgable about sourcing large timbers, who I can
consult.

So- first you should check with the Auburn maintainence people, see if anybody knows
where they got the bench timbers.
If that doesnt work, send me the dimensions of the beams- in inches. I may have a
paper file in a loft at my studio, but I wont be back there til mid april.
If I have the dimensions, I can see what might be available.

Do the bad beams have inlaid stone or metal on the top surface?
If so, I would probably need to rout the indentations to reset them.

Ries

On Feb 21, 2023, at 7:33 PM, Allison Hyde <ahyde@auburnwa. gov> wrote:

Dear Ries Niemi,
Hello! We recently noticed some rotten and missing wood on the table portion of your

artwork titled “You Are Here – Millennium Sundial.” I am hoping you might be available
and able to come evaluate the damage and have a conversation about possible next

steps for repairing the work.

I have attached an image of the damage and will look forward to hearing from you.
All the best,
Allison
Allison Hyde (she/her/hers) | Arts Coordinator
City of Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation
253.804.5043, ahyde@auburnwa. gov
More ARTS Than You Imagined!

The information contained in this electronic communication is personal, privileged and/or
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual( s) or entity( ies) to which it has
been addressed. If you read this communication and are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
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notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication, other than delivery to
the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please

immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail. Thank you.< You Are Here Damage

2.21.23.jpeg>

The information contained in this electronic communication is personal, privileged and/or
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual( s) or entity( ies) to which it has
been addressed. If you read this communication and are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication, other than delivery to
the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail. Thank you.

The information contained in this electronic communication is personal, privileged

and/or confidential information intended only for the use of the individual(s) or
entity( ies) to which it has been addressed. If you read this communication and are not

the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication, other than delivery to the intended recipient is strictly

prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify
the sender by reply e-mail. Thank you. 
The information contained in this electronic communication is personal, privileged and/or
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual( s) or entity( ies) to which it has
been addressed. If you read this communication and are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication, other than delivery to
the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail. Thank you.

Ries Niemi

Industrial Artist
www. riesniemi. com
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Public Art
Deaccession
Proposal
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Public Art Deaccession Proposal

01 City Policy regarding public art deaccession process

02 Presentation of artwork deaccession “ You Are Here - Millennium Sundial” by Ries Niemi

03 Supporting information

04 Presentation of artwork deaccession “Centennial Mural” by Tom Teitge

05 Supporting information

06 Results of Art Commission Meeting

07 Next steps
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The deaccession of artwork is the removal of an artwork from the Auburn Public Art Program. This includes the
removal of the artwork from its public site, removal from the maintenance cycle, and moving of records, both hard

copy and electronic, into a Deaccessioned Collection file.”

Deaccession policy:

Monies dedicated to the acquisition and maintenance of artworks do not qualify for costs associated with deaccession of artwork. All costs

associated with the deaccession of any artwork will be approved through Special Budget or Budget Adjustment Request on a per-project basis.

An artwork may not be deaccessioned based on content, subject matter or use of materials. 

An artwork may be considered for deaccession only under certain conditions: 3.2.3.1-3.2.3.11 ART IN PUBLIC PLACES POLICY & PROCEDURE

Process of Deaccession:

At the conclusion of the annual Maintenance Survey, staff will prepare a recommendation for deaccession of artworks, if any, from the

Collection for review and evaluation by the Auburn Arts Commission, then refer to Mayor and City Council for action. The report will be

specific and include all items listed in Art in Public Spaces Policy: 3.4.2.1 – 3.4.2.7 ART IN PUBLIC PLACES POLICY & PROCEDURE

Decision to deaccess artwork:

The decision to remove an artwork is the result review and evaluation of the Arts Staff report by the Auburn Arts Commission for

recommendation to Mayor and City Council for action. Upon this decision to deaccess artwork, the Commission will consider what action

should be taken, with priority given to public benefit of the Collection. Every step will be taken to arrive at a mutual balance between

observing the rights of the artist and public benefit.

The Art in Public Places Policy was established and written by Laurie Rose/ Edited by Maija McKnight Jan 5, 2010

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES POLICY & PROCEDURE
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You Are Here - 
Millennium Sundial” by

Ries Niemi

Location: Les Gove Park, 910 9th St SE, Auburn, WA 98002

Date Accessioned:  7/ 05/ 2000

Original Cost: $ 15,000

Current Market Value: The artist assessment noted that it

would cost him $75,000 to remake today.

Current Insurance Value: $ 16,500

Estimated Cost of Repair: $ 26,250 – 33,000

City Public Art Policy Qualifications for Deaccession: 

1. Damage beyond reasonable repair

2. Artwork is damaged to the extent that it no longer

represents the artist’ s intent

3. Artwork is damaged to the extent that the expenses of

restoration and repair are found to equal or exceed current

market value of the artwork.

8/22/2023 4

Photo documentation of damage 2017

Photo documentation of damage 2023
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Other

City Public Art Policy Qualifications for Deaccession: 

1. The artwork requires excessive maintenance to the

extent that the expenses are found to equal or

exceed current market value of the artwork.

Supporting:

Agreement that Artist has been notified and has NOT

requested reconsideration.

Artwork will be repurposed by The City. 

Picnic table will be utilized in the park for gathering. 

8/22/2023 5Photodocumentation of damage 2017
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Centennial Mural” by

Tom Teitge

Location: East Main and B Street NE, Auburn, WA

Date Accessioned: May 12, 1989

Original Cost: $ 17,500

Current Market Value: $ 23,186

Current Insurance Value: $ 23,186

Estimated cost of Repair: $ 5,000-$8,000

City Public Art Policy Qualifications for Deaccession: 

1. The site for which the artwork was specifically

created is structurally or otherwise altered and can no

longer accommodate the artwork, is made publicly

inaccessible as a result of new construction, 

demolition, or security enhancement, or has its

surrounding environment altered in a way that

significantly and adversely impacts the artwork.
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Photo documentation of damage 2023
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Other

City Public Art Policy Qualifications for Deaccession: 

2. Damage beyond reasonable repair, and/or artwork is

damaged to the extent that it no longer represents the artist’ s

intent, and/or it is damaged to the extent that the expenses of

restoration and repair are found to equal or exceed current

market value of the artwork

3. The artwork requires excessive maintenance to the extent

that the expenses are found to equal or exceed current market

value of the artwork.

Supporting:

Agreement that Artist has been notified and has NOT

requested reconsideration. 

The owner of the building on which the mural is painted

has full discretion over the work.

8/22/2023 7Photodocumentation of damage 2023
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The Auburn Arts Commission reviewed and voted
unanimously to approve the deaccession of:

You Are Here - Millennium Sundial” by Ries Niemi
and “Centennial Mural” by Tom Teitge

on August 1, 2023
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Next steps: 

1. City Council review and approval for deaccession.

2. Removal from public art insurance policy and

maintenance plan.

3. Documenting and repurposing artwork elements as

able to.
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