
PLANNINGCOMMISSION

February4, 2020

MINUTES

I. CALLTOORDER

At7:10p.m.  Assistant CityAttorney, DougRuthcalled themeeting toorder in
Auburn CityCouncil Chambers locatedat25WestMainStreet, Auburn, WA98001.  

a.)  ROLLCALL/ESTABLISHMENTOFQUORUM
Commissioners present:  Commissioner Moutzouris, Commissioner Khanal and
Commissioner Stephens.   
Vice-ChairLee, Commisioner MasonandChairJudiRoland wereexcused.   

Staffpresent: Assistant CityAttorney DougRuth; Planning Services Manager JeffDixon;  
SeniorPlanner Thaniel Gouk; Administrative Assistant Jennifer Oliver.  

Members ofthepublicpresent:  Noaudience members werepresent.  

Assistant CityAttorney Ruthconfirmed thattherewasnoquorum present andasa
result, theapproval ofminutesoraction itemswouldnotbediscussed oractedupon.  

Agenda ItemsIIA. andIIIC. willbecontinued tothenextregular meeting whena
quorum ispresent.  Assistant CityRuthconfirmed withStaffandtheCommission to
proceed withAgenda ItemsIIIA. andIIIB.  Commissioner Stephens assisted with
proceeding through theagenda.    

b.) PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE

II. APPROVALOFMINUTES

A. January 7, 2020 – Regular Meeting Minutes

Duetothelackofquorumapproval ofminuteswasnotdiscussed andwillbe
completed attheMarch3, 2020Meeting.  

III. OTHERBUSINESS

A. Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA), Public Records Act (PRA) and Preservation
and Destruction ofPublic Records Act Training.  
CityAssistant Attorney DougRuthintroduced thetopicandsaidthathehadashort
videotosharewiththeCommission.  Heproceeded toplayvideo prepared byCity
LegalDeptandtheCityClerk’sOfficestaff onrequirements ofstatelawstothe
Commission. Thetraining topicspresented were theOpenPublic Meetings Act
RCW42.30), thePublicRecords Act (RCW42.56) andthePreservation and

Destruction ofPublicRecords Act Requirements (RCW40.14).   
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B. Update toZoning Text and Map Amendments
SeniorPlannerGouk, introduced thetopicofacoderevision related tothecity’s
Zoning CodeTextandMapAmendment Regulations.  Hereviewed thecontents of
Chapter 18.68oftheAuburn CityCode (ACC).  Chapter 18.68contains theCity’s
regulations foramending both thetextofTitle18 (‘Zoning’) aswellasamending the
officialZoning Map ( aka “rezones”). Thelatestupdates tothiscodesectionwere
someminor changes adopted in1996. Thecurrently proposed changes arebeing
originated bystafftoaddress bothclarifying theprocedural steps, thecategories of
applications, aswellas, thesubstantive issuessuchasspecifying thecriteria for
decision making. Theproposed changes areshownbystrikeout/underline code
sections thatareattached tomemo as “ExhibitA”.  
Zoning MapAmendments (Rezones) consists ofthree typesofrezones.  

Iftherezone request implements theComprehensive Plan (Comp. Plan)  
Itisazoning classification listedintheComp. Planasimplementing the

particular Comp. PlanLandUseMapdesignation (SeeLandUseMap))  
thentherequest isforwarded totheHearing Examiner forhis
consideration. TheHearing Examiner, afterapublichearing, thenmakes
arecommendation totheCityCouncil, whomakethefinaldecision.  
Under theproposed changes thiswouldbereferred toasa “Site- 
Specific Rezone, Category 1”. Anexample ofthiswouldbeaproperty
zoned “R-10, Residential” whichhasaComp. PlanLandUseMap
designation of “LightCommercial”; theowner couldsubmitarezone
application tochange thezoning oftheproperty to “C-1, Light
Commercial” asthisrequest wouldbeimplementing theComp. Plan.  

Iftherezone request doesnotimplement theComp Plan (inotherwords
ifintheabove described situation theLandUseMapdesignation was
Moderate Density Residential” instead of “LightCommercial”) thenthe

owner wouldalsohavetosimultaneously apply foraComp. Plan
amendment. Thisisthetypeofrequest thatthePlanning Commission is
usedtoconsidering. Instead oftheHearing Examiner making the
recommendation totheCityCouncil, thePlanning Commission does.  
Under theproposed changes thiswouldbereferred toasa “Site- 
Specific Rezone, Category 2”.  

Thethirdtypeofrezone isreferred toasan “Area-WideRezone”. These
aretypically utilized whentherehavebeenchanges intheComp. Planor
theZoning Code thatnecessitate allproperties withaparticular zoning
classification tobechanged. These aregenerally City-initiated andoccur
overalargergeographic arearather thanoneorafewparcels. Themost
recent instance ofthiswasremoval ofthe “EP, Environmental Park”  
zonefromtheCompPlan, which thenresulted inanArea-WideRezone
which thePlanning Commission considered (andrecommended
approval of) in2017.  
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Therearecurrently therenodecision-making criteria forrezone requests specified in
theCity’sZoning Code; however, Staff forthelastseveral yearshasused three
criteria thataretheresultofcase-law. These threecriteria thatarebasedonpast
courtdecisions areproposed tobeincluded inthechanges underACC18.68.040,  
Rezone Approval Criteria’.  

Staffwentontoexplain thechanges proposed forZoning TextAmendments include
clarifying why/whenCity-initiated amendments areproposed andclarifying thatthe
Mayor, astheexecutive oftheCity, candirectStaff toinitiatesuchamendments.  

Hesaidtheproposed changes toChapter 18.68ACCwillhelpboththepublicand
Staff inprocessing andunderstanding zoning amendments. Staffaskedifthe
Planning Commission feels liketheproposed codechanges areunderstandable and
iftheydonothavefurtherquestions, Staffwillmoveforward withthenextstepin
processing which istoconduct theenvironmental reviewandtoschedule apublic
hearing.  

Afterabriefdiscussion, Assistant CityAttorney DougRuthclarified thatwithouta
quorum, itwasstillokfortheCommissioners toindicateareadiness toproceed toa
PublicHearing fortheUpdate toZoning TextandMapAmendments atafuture
meeting. Itwasreferenced thatPlanning Commissioners thatarenotinattendance
tonight willneedtolistentoarecording oftheproceeding tobeabletoactonthe
proposal.  ThePlanning Commissioners agreed theitemwasreadytoschedule a
PublicHearing.  

C. Review ofPlanning Commission Rules ofProcedures
Duetothelackofquorum, thisitemwasnotdiscussed andtheagenda Itemwas
moved totheMarch3, 2020Meeting.  

IV. COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENTREPORT
Planning Services Manager, JeffDixonprovided anupdateonthestatusoftheSound
Transit Parking Garage indowntown. HesaidthatSoundTransit hasissued their
environmental documents forpublic reviewandthatapubliccomment period isbeing
observed through February 12th.  

Healsomentioned thattheKingCo. Metro is stillconsidering twositesinAuburn and
oneintheCityofKentforafuturedevelopment ofanelectric busbarnfacility,. Metro is
stillevaluating theperspective sitesandhas abriefing presentation planned forCity
Council nextweek.   

Commissioner Stephens notedthattheformerhouse andshedhadbeenremoved from
thesiteofwhatwasbusiness: English HomeandGardensiteonASTSW.  Heinquired
iftherewereplansforredevelopment.  Staffwasunawareofanyplans for
redevelopment ofthesitebutwill look intohisinquiry, andreportbackatthenext
Planning Commission Meeting.   
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V. ADJOURNMENT

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness tocomebeforethePlanning Commission, themeeting
wasadjourned at7:48p.m.  
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